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Seasons Greetings to all you lovely folks 
of Hagley and beyond! And as you all 
embark on this wonderful month of all 
things festive, we’d like to point you in the 
direction of a good old Santa’s Grotto - 
you don’t get more Christmassy than that! 
Hagley Rambler Scouts will be hosting 
their very own on the 6th and 7th of this 
month - see page 19 for further details.

And a lovely gift to the community from 
Hagley Parish Council is news of the 
completion of the Sweetpool Nature 
Reserve works. This beautiful, natural 
area is a much loved part of our village. 
A safe haven for wildlife, it also offers so 
much potential for research and study in a 
peaceful and tranquil setting -  please read 
more about it on page 7.

A reminder to you all of our ever popular 
Village Market which takes place every month 
in the Community Centre. See the advert on 
page 35 for dates in December and January 
and details of what’s on offer - a perfect 
opportunity to pick up some beautiful, 
unique gifts for your friends and family this 
Christmas. Hand-crafted, homemade and 
local to Hagley - the perfect combination!

And it seems that even our furry companions 
are joining in with the festive fun. Home 
Run Hounds are getting their doggies out 
and about on a Christmas Starlight Dog 
Walk at Bodenham Arboretum. Why not 
take your own loveable pooch along and 
join in with them - the more the merrier! 
On another note they’re also appealing for 
blood donors, so if your four legged canine 
friend would like to help another one, then 
pop along to their kennels where the Pet 
Blood Bank will be in attendance. See page 
25 for more details of both of these events.

And lastly, as we come to a close this year 
we’d like to say a big thankyou to Chris 
Rees for all his hard work as our volunteer 
distribution manager - he’s stepping down 
from this post leaving it open for someone 
else hopefully to step up into it.

Have a great Christmas everyone - we’ll be 
right back with you in 2026!

Alison Akers Editor 
Cover photo courtesy of T Tumelty

HAGLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
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CONTACT DETAILS FOR CLASSES ARE ON THE BACK PAGE    

MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT SUN
ACTIVE 
SENIORS 
Happy Hearts 
9.30-10.30am

MOVE IT  
OR LOSE IT 
For seniors 
seated, 
standing, 
chair support 
10-11.00am

ACTIVE 
SENIORS 
Strength & 
Balance 
11.15-12.15pm

ACTIVE 
SENIORS 
Strength & 
Balance 
1.20-2.20pm 
2.45-3.45pm 

ACTIVE 
SENIORS 
Strength & 
Balance 
2.45-3.45pm 

LITTLE 
TREASURES 
10-11.30am

HAGLEY 
MARKET 
Last Saturday  
in the month 
9-1.00pm

LIFECENTRAL 
CHURCH 
4-6.00pm

HAGLEY 
THEATRE 
GROUP 
6-8.00pm

WEST GLEN 
HTM DOG 
TRAINING 
2.00pm

ACTIVE 
SENIORS 
Tai Chi & 
Qigong 
4.15-5.15pm

MC PAWS 
DOG 
TRAINING 
7.00pm

ART CLUB 
2nd Monday  
of each month 
7.30pm

VERVE 
TAEKWONDO 
7.00pm

MATT FIDDES 
MARTIAL ARTS 
Children 3-6 
6-6.45pm 
Adults/Children/ 
Family 7+ 
7-8.00pm

COMMUNITY CENTRE TIMETABLE 2025

FEMALE FIT 
9.45am  
BACK CARE 
PILATES 
10.30am 
MUMMY & ME 
PILATES 
11.40am

OPEN TUESDAYS 
St Saviour’s Church Hall 

10am-12pm 
Tea, Coffee, reats & Activities

Large dedicated area for toddlers/
pre-schoolers to play
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Our Summer Club runs until the end of 
August with the new season opening 
in September.   Summer Club is open to 
members and visitors and takes place on 
Tuesday and Friday evenings from 8pm to 
10pm, at Hagley Catholic High School Sports 
Hall.  This is operated on a pay and play basis 
for £7 per session. A great opportunity to play 
for all levels of ability. Please e-mail info@
hckbadminton.club for further details. First 
time visitors should contact us in the first
instance, to ensure we have availability on 
the nights you wish to attend.

We are also continuing to run our coaching 
sessions during the summer on a Friday 
evening between 7pm and 8pm. This is 
open to beginners and improvers and is a 
great opportunity to start playing the game, 
or to improve, and to do so in a friendly, 

informal environment. Registration for 
these sessions is on a first come first served  
basis, so please contact us by e-mailing 
info@hckbadminton.club. It is not essential 
to have your own equipment but please let 
us know if you need to loan a racquet for the 
sessions when you sign up.

We are a welcoming, sociable club, with social 
events taking place throughout the year. 
Recent events include go-carting, canoeing, 
quiz and curry nights, so whether you are an 
absolute beginner, or an experienced player, 
you can be assured of a warm welcome.

HCK BADMINTON CLUB

So, another year comes to a close, our 
exhibition is done and dusted but this final
demonstration is a cracker. We have the 
popular local watercolour artist Sarah Stokes, 
author of “Painting Birds” and Domesika tutor, 
known for her beautiful painterly watercolour 
animals, presenting our final demonstration 
for the year. This will also be our final “real life” 
demo for a while, as we move to our winter 
programme of zoom presentations combined 
with daytime sketching events until the 
darker grimmer nights start to retreat. Look to 
next month’s edition for details.
NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

Contact us at hagleyartclub583@gmail.com  
or turn up at Hagley Community Centre 
2nd Monday of every month 7.30 start. 
(£5 guest fee) If you love all things arty 
you won’t regret it. Or visit our painting 
circle, on Tuesday afternoons, ring Sue on  
07831 487648 or email for details. Also, visit 
our Facebook page. Why not join for £25 per 
year and a small entrance fee?
Sallie Gurney - Publicity     

ART CLUB

HAGLEY COUNTRY DANCERS
Another successful year for the Hagley Country Dancers ends on December 15th, when we 
are planning to finish with a festive occasion and an extended session. Entertainment will be 
provided by members displaying their talents on guitar, piano accordion or spoons or whatever 
skills they have. Favourite dances may be requested and all callers will be available. We are grateful 
to Hagley Village News for the publicity which has helped us to attract several new dancers this 
term. We are also grateful to our guest callers, who have added to the variety of dances we 
enjoy. We restart on January 12th  at 2 p.m. as usual and on following Monday afternoons.There 
is plenty of parking via Chapel Street.There is no charge for a first visit, subsequently the cost is 
£3.00 per person. For more information, ring Jean Drew 01384 836924
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CONTACT DETAILS FOR CLASSES ARE ON THE BACK PAGE    

MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT SUN
CONEXUS 
TUITION 
KS1-GCSE 
4-6.00pm

PILATES 
Wayne 
11-12.00noon

YOGA 
Wendy 
11-12.00noon

SCOUT HUT TIMETABLE 2025

MINI MAKERS 
CRAFT CLUB 
10-11.00am

Hagley Scout Hut 
For more info: hagleyramblerscout@btinternet.com

Available for 
public hire

Meeting room  
also available

Manager & Distributors 
Needed for our Hagley Village News 
If you can spare some time each month then 
please email editor@hagley.uk

THE ARTS SOCIETY - STOURBRIDGE
CANAL HISTORY AND HERITAGE This 
lecture was a colourful introduction to 
the secret world of our 2000-mile inland 
waterway network, looking at all aspects of 
their exceptional artistic, architectural and 
engineering features. Once described as a 
“poor man’s art gallery” the lecture was tailored 
to include local and regional examples which 
reflect the unique distinctiveness of our inland 
waterways. Our speaker Roger Butler was a 
landscape architect and experienced writer, 
photographer and lecturer.

If you would like to join us or if you want 
to come along to this lecture at Stourbridge 
Town Hall at 10.55am please contact  
Neill Robb 07484 830487 or email neillrobb@
btinternet.com

www.theartssocietystourbridge.org.uk.
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As referenced back in the August edition, we are 
now pleased to announce that major works at 
Sweetpool Nature Reserve are complete. The 
Reserve has undergone quite an overhaul after 
we secured £15,846 from the UK Government 
through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. With the 
funding we were able to replace the old railway 
sleepers and derelict handrails with two new 
1.2m wide boardwalks with new railings. The 
one to the Sweetpool end of the reserve features 
a viewing platform for people to enjoy the 
peace and tranquillity that the area offers whilst 
looking out for wildlife. The boardwalk nearer 
to the Meadowcroft side of the reserve will take 
you right across the marshy land to the back of 
reserve where there are piles of cut logs from 
trees and an open area to enjoy. The log piles 
will become home to many insects, amphibians, 
small mammals and birds. Bird boxes, bat boxes 
and a Tawny owl nesting box have been installed 
on the site so keep a look out for them being 
used in due time.

The meadow at the top of the site will be managed 
more sensitively from next year with a cyclical 
management of the tussocky grassland margins 
and some ground preparation of the meadow 
for planting wildfl wer seeds next Autumn. The 
site has much historical and ecological value 
that needs conserving and has the potential to 
become classified as a Local Nature Reserve 
and/or a Site of Specific Scientific. Interest if it 
meets the Natural England criteria that HPC will 
be working towards. It is also planned for the 
site to be used for field studies by Haybridge 
Biology students and some DofE students will be 

undertaking various activities and projects there 
to learn new skills whilst contributing voluntary 
hours to help again their award and helping to 
preserve and enhance the biodiverse nature of 
the area (subject to HPC approval). Users of the 
area can also partake in citizen science activities 
by recording sightings of wildlife by clicking on 
the QR code on the ‘Wet Woodland Wander’ 
Information lectern and completing the online 
form. Management and inspection of the site 
will be increased via contracts held by Hagley 
Parish Council and we ask you, the resident, to 
help us conserve the area for new visitors by:

• Keeping your dog on a lead and picking  
   up after it
• Picking up litter and taking it home with you
• Reporting any anti-social behaviour or 
   anything unusual to 101 or 999.

We hope the area will be enjoyed by many. 
Please contact the Clerk for further information 
or any ideas you have to improve the area. If 
you would like to look at ways to improve the 
biodiversity of your land, please get in touch!

Finally, Happy Christmas to all our residents and 
we’ll see you in 2026!! Our office will close on 
18th December and will open on 5th January

Hagley Parish Council
Web: hagleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Email: clerk@hagleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Tel: 01562 885253

HAGLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Hello Village Ladies. Do hope your Christmas 
preparations are going well and stress levels are 
under control (so far!). Now we look forward 
to our only meeting this month which is our 
Christmas Celebrations on 9th December 
when we will be enjoying a shared supper and 
an evening when we welcome the beginning 
of Christmas. If you would like to join our 
group but would like more details first please 

ring Anne 01562 885556, Ann 01562 882692 
email annpagett@tiscali.co.uk or see our 
website hagleytuesdaygroupwordpress.com

Wishing you all a very, very Happy Christmas.

VILLAGE LADIES
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OFFERING RETURN JOURNEYS FROM HAGLEY PARISH TO 
STOURBRIDGE, LONGBRIDGE AND KIDDERMINSTER
This is a fully accessible, safe, reliable ring and book ‘door to door’ service operated by Shencare 
Community Transport in partnership with Hagley Parish Council and Worcestershire County 
Council. If you have not already registered, please call Shencare on 0121 476 1816, Monday 
to Friday between 10:30am to 12:30pm or visit www.shencare.org.uk
To book a journey please use the same number. All journeys must be pre-booked.The 
service offers trips to Stourbridge, Longbridge and Kidderminster. For each trip there are 
normally 2 services (depending on demand) and the times are: 

PICK UP TIMES – 9:45am and 11am : RETURN TIMES – 12pm and 1pm
PLEASE NOTE THAT DEPENDING ON DEMAND THE SERVICES MAY CHANGE THEIR DESTINATION AND TIMES.

Tel: 0121 476 1816

HAGLEY COMMUNITY

MONDAY: Stourbridge  
COST : RETURN £6 OR £4 WITH BUS PASS

WEDNESDAY: Longbridge (Retail Park) 
COST : RETURN £8 OR £6 WITH BUS PASS

FRIDAY: Kidderminster 
COST : RETURN £6 OR £4 WITH BUS PASS

Members and guests of Hagley Probus Club 
were treated to a talk entitled “Cameo Glass” 
by Kate Round, an Outreach presenter and 
tour guide for Dudley Museum Service.. 
Cameo glass is produced by applying a film
of white glass on top of a coloured base and 
then removing part of the film to reveal a 
design or image in relief.

The first known example was the Portland 
vase- now housed in the British Museum- 
thought to be 2000 years old and found in 
a tomb in Rome. Its method of production 
baffle English glass makers for 500 years 
and it took the likes of John Northwood, the 
Woodall brothers, Partgeter, Richardsons and 
Webb many years to reproduce a copy of the 
vase. Originally using hand tools to create 
the pattern, power tools and sand blasting 
techniques are now employed. 

Helen Willard and Terri College are two 
talented modern artists who can be seen 
demonstrating the art of cameo glass making 
at the Red House Glass Cone in Wordsley. It is 
impossible in a few words to do justice to the 
beauty of cameo glass and the skill involved 
in its manufacture. 

Hagley Probus Club offers a warm welcome 
to professional and business gentlemen from 
Hagley and district. Activities include a monthly 
lunch meeting with speaker and occasional 
outings and social events. Please contact  
Alan Hess 07967 590219 for further details

HAGLEY PROBUS CLUB
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Here we are once again at the end of another 
year of classes in Hagley. It’s been a very busy 
year with lots more new people joining weekly 
classes with us which is great. My personal 
thanks go to Lisa and Lucy who managed to 
keep classes going whilst I was off March- June 
recovered from my knee replacement – I’m 
very grateful for your efforts. I’m very happy to 
say that the surgery went well and I now have 
no pain at all in the knee. I also want to mention 
all of my wonderful clients – old and new, who 
have been so consistent in their attendance in 
classes this year – I’m so very proud of you all!! 
You have all worked so hard and I look forward 
to continuing to work with you in 2026. Classes 
will continue to run until mid December when 
we take a well earned extended break for the 
Christmas and New Year period. 

Normally we have a lot of people contact 
us after the festivities are over to start their 
healthier New Year habits so it’s a good 
idea to get your name down now if you are 
interested as vacancies are limited. Give me 
a call if you would like more details or would 
like to book taster session in January. I wish all 
my customers a very Merry Christmas and a 
very Happy, healthy and active New Year. For 
those we have yet to meet we look forward to 
getting to know you in 2026 and helping you 
to become more active.

Angela 07512 546480

ACTIVE SENIORS

As The Friends come to the end of their 45th 
anniversary it’s worth noting the financial
help that The Friends have been able to 
provide Hagley PCC during the year. 

As previously mentioned almost £10K 
has been spent on the Church car park 
thus alleviating the surface problems after 
heavy rain. In addition, some £39K has 
been provided for repairs to the sandstone 
stonework which had been identified by the 
Church Architects as urgent. The Friends have 
also hosted 3 coffee mornings for Members 
and friends which have been well received 
with thanks to Eva Corlet for her hard work in 
arranging these. The year will conclude with 
The Friends sponsorship of Ex Cathedra who 

will be performing in St John’s on Tuesday 
2nd December from 7.00 pm to 9.30 pm – see 
https://bit.ly/ExCathedra-Hagley-2025 for 
further information.

Of course, none of the above would have 
been possible without the hard work and 
generosity of Members over the past 45 
years and our thanks go to everyone who 
has helped to raise funds for the repair and 
preservation of the fabric of St John’s Church.

Any readers interested in joining The Friends 
of St John please contact, in the first instance, 
the church Parish Offic on 01562 888363. 
You will be made most welcome.

Tony Battersby - Trustee

THE FRIENDS OF THE CHURCH OF ST JOHN BAPTIST

After a few months of rest—aside from occasional checks to ensure storms haven’t damaged the 
beehives—beekeepers everywhere are preparing for another busy season. The bees have been 
active, too. Inside the colony, the temperature remains a steady 35°C year-round—the equivalent of a 
hot day in Spain. One of the biggest challenges in beekeeping is finding a good apiary site. The ideal 
location is away from people, out of frost-prone hollows, and positioned so the morning sun warms 
the hive at daybreak. If you know of such a spot, why not reach out? Email admin@hsbka.org

BEE KEEPING
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By the time you read this Poppy Fortnight will 
have taken place and you will have seen our 
fabulous volunteer team of poppy collectors 
at our Pop-Up Poppy Stall outside Grove 
Properties in Worcester Road. We finished at 
Saturday lunchtime on November 8th.

The Act of Remembrance and laying of 
wreaths took place at Hagley War Memorial 
at 9.30am on Sunday November 9th, 
followed by a Remembrance Service at St 
Johns Church. The Act of Remembrance 
and laying of wreaths at the War Memorial 
will commenced at 9.30am.  The Parade 
organised on behalf of Hagley Parish Council 
started after this short service in the Park 
Road Service Road opposite the Lyttelton 

Arms car park and processed up to St Johns 
Church for the Remembrance Service, which 
started at 10.30am. We  also held an Act of 
Remembrance at Churchill War Memorial on 
Armistice Day, November 11th at 11.00am.    

The message of Remembrance is as valid in 
today’s world, as it was when the Kohima 
Epitaph was written during the Burma 
Campaign in 1944 – “When you go home, 
tell them of us and say, for your tomorrow, 
we gave our today”.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

ST JOHN’S BELLRINGING
Clangley Bells was formed from the bands of 
St. Leonard’s in Clent & St. John’s in Hagley. 
Ringing is a very sociable activity which 
expands and promotes your physical and 
mental well-being as you learn the skills along 
the way. It serves the community and is a 
beautiful old english tradition, but most of all 
it’s fun. If you would like to try it there are a few 
limited spaces available for anyone interested 
on Monday & Wednesday evenings. Please 
contact either of the tower captains to give it a 
go or to arrange a group session.

Martin Whittaker and Richard Scarth 
Clent & Hagley Tower Captains
mjwhittaker@talktalk.net 
07769 817495
hagleyringers@gmail.com 
07768 273545

HAND OF FRIENDSHIP
HAND OF FRIENDSHIP OVER 70S LUNCH 
CLUB GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY YEAR: 2025 
has been a very special year for us. We have 
been busy celebrating 50 years of our Lunch 
Club. Early on we had a visit from a Channel 
5 film crew making a programme about 
memories of the end of WW2. Dennis Anelli, 
Doreen Cox, Doris Gould and June Hemming 
were fine contributors to a very interesting 
programme. They, with the Hand of Friendship, 
were all mentioned in the credits. Fame at Last! 
VEDAY80 brought King Charles (cardboard 
cut-out) and Queen Camilla, aka Jean Assinder 

with Andy Groves as her minder to the church 
hall for our celebrations. In August we enjoyed 
our annual coach trip through the beautiful 
English countryside via Bridgnorth ending 
with a delicious meal at the Fox, Stourton 
Doug Parker, the much-loved Wolverhampton 
comedian was our special guest at our final  
in September and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
We meet every Thursday throughout the year 
in Hagley Free Church Hall. At the moment we 
are full with a short waiting list.

Jean Deacy - deacy@talktalk.net
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www.cijpaintingdecorating.co.uk

Why not come onboard!

For further information on quarterly, 
half yearly and yearly rates email 

advertising@hagley.uk

THINKING OF PLACING AN 
ADVERT IN THE VILLAGE NEWS?
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Tel: 01562 882295
143/145 Worcester Rd, West Hagley, W.Mids DY9 0NW
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Field House Residential Home

Family-run care home with family values
Types of care available

•  Residential care

•  Specialist dementia care

•  Couples care

Also available at Field House are respite breaks 
and day care, suitable for people who require 
assistance with personal care on a short-term 
basis, or those who want to see if residential care 
meets their needs and wishes. 

Off Western Rd, Hagley

For more information, please contact us:  
Call 01562 275 113    |    Visit www.fieldhousecarehome.com  

Because we care...
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News about the completion of the new roof 
on the community centre is that we received 
a grant from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund 
(UKSPF) administered by Bromsgrove District 
Council to help towards the works. This marks 
the latest repair and upgrade to the centre and 
my thanks go to Bromsgrove District Council 
and to members of the committee who made 
this happen.  We will soon have a new website 
that will make booking the centre easier as 
well as having new features and streamlined 

services. This new website will offer the 
opportunity to advertise your business or 
group as well as opportunities as a sponsor 
for the community centre. Generating new 
income streams is very important to the 
committee to be able to continue to repair 
and maintain the centre.
We hope to see you soon, do please come to 
visit us during the coming months. 

Steve Colella - Chairman 
Hagley Community Association

HAGLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

HAGLEY PATIENTS PARTICIPATION GROUP
Hopefully many of our readers, residents and 
patients of the Hagley GP Doctor’s Surgery will 
have responded to the Bromsgrove District 
Council Draft Local Plan Consultation over the 
summer which closed on 20th October. 

Following discussions between the members 
of the PPG and meetings held with the senior 
GP Surgery Management Team the PPG has 
submitted its own response. This response 
outlined the significant risks to the impact of 
the proposed housing target on the capacity 
of the Victoria Passage surgery. The surgery 
patient list is growing by almost 1,000 new 
patients per year and reaching its capacity as 
well as the site itself being constrained and 

unable to expand safely and adequately to 
absorb what could be anything between 1,500 
and 2,000 new patients.

The surgery practice themselves are committed 
to supporting the community and are very 
much against a second doctor’s surgery away 
from the centre of the community as proposed.  
This would be totally unsustainable and would 
not conform with national planning policy or 
meet the needs of the community. 

Thank you to everyone that has recognised 
these issues and have responded in the same 
way against the draft local plan consultation.

Steve Colella - Chairman Hagley PPG

In the run up to Christmas all units are very 
busy and have lots of fun activities planned. 
There are the usual Christmas parties and lots 
of Christmas crafts and baking. Some units 
are seeing the Robin Hood Pantomime in 
Blakedown at a special performance just for 
Girlguiding units. In November 2nd Hagley 
Brownies held a charity night to raise money 
for the Princess Trust and one of the Brownies 
is donating her hair to this charity to be made 
into a wig. The night was very well supported 
and lots of tea and cake were served by the 
Brownies who gained their charity badge for 
taking part. 3rd Hagley Brownies voted not to 
have Christmas presents but to donate gifts 

from each six to the Dunelm Scheme for gifting 
to children who might be less fortunate than 
the Brownies. Rainbows are making Christmas 
stockings and enjoying Christmas Games. 
Rangers are looking forward to a Christmas 
jumper night with Christmas crafts to celebrate 
the end of term. Many thanks to all the volunteer 
leaders who give so much of their time to make 
Girlguiding so successful in Hagley.

www.girlguiding.org.uk 

GIRLGUIDING IN HAGLEY

W  tcirtsiD notla
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As we head into the festive season, it’s been 
another busy month for Home Run Hounds! 
We’ve seen many of our lovely greyhounds 
settle into their forever homes, and we’re so 
grateful to our amazing fosterers, adopters, 
and supporters who make it all possible. 
However, we still have some wonderful 
dogs waiting patiently in kennels for their 
chance at a comfy sofa and loving family. If 
you’re thinking about adopting or fostering, 
please do get in touch, you could make a 
greyhound’s Christmas wish come true!

We’re also pleased to announce that the Pet 
Blood Bank will be visiting our kennels on 
23rd December. They’re looking for healthy, 
calm dogs over 25kg to become lifesaving 
blood donors.

And don’t miss our Christmas Starlight Dog 
Walk at Bodenham Arboretum, a magical 
evening stroll through twinkling lights, perfect 
for getting into the festive spirit with your 
four-legged friend. Tickets are available now.

From all of us at Home Run Hounds, thank you 
for your support, and a very merry Christmas 
to you and your dogs!

Katy Rees (Volunteer) 
Hello@homerunhounds.co.uk

HOME RUN HOUNDS
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G A S & P L U M B I N G

50
44

99

w: www.amdgas.co.uk  |  t: 01562 710151  |  m: 07936 326730

a  Boiler & central heating 
installation, service & repair.

a  Gas fires, cookers, ovens & 
hobs.

a  Gas safety inspections & 
certificates.

a  Bathroom & wet room 
installation.

a  Taps, sinks, wash basins, baths 
& showers.

a  All plumbing maintenance & 
repairs.

Heating & Plumbing Specialists for your Home and Business

No job is too small, ask us for a free quote!
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GODFREY PARTRIDGE PHF Past President & Public Relations Offic  
5 Shelduck Grove, Kidderminster, Worcs DY10 4EF Tel: 01562 827225 : Email: qshare.qa@gmail.com 

During October Hagley Rotary Club 
completed their project to send humanitarian 
aid to Ukraine. In addition to other fund-
raising activities, from which the proceeds 
raised went towards the transporting costs 
involved in getting these much-needed 
supplies to the distribution centers in Ukraine.  
The people of Hagley have been most 
generous with their donations and support 
for which the Rotary Club and the people of 
Ukraine are very grateful.

In November our Rotary Club of Hagley 
enjoyed our cabaret evening on the 15th of 
November at Hagley Community Centre. 
Dougie Parker with Ashcroft and Lewis 
entertained us with music and laughter, the 
proceeds from which are mainly going to 
local good causes for Christmas. 

Our Rotary club is always open to speakers who 
would like to come to a meeting and tell us 
about their experiences and charities, so if you 
would like to tell the club more in 2025, give us 

a call on one of the phone numbers below. 

For Rotarians November is when we consider 
the Rotary Foundation which is the central 
fund used to transform your gifts into projects 
that change lives both close to home and 
around the world.

If you would like to have fun with a purpose, 
consider joining our club which holds its 
meeting at 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm on Monday 
evenings at the Manor House of Whitington 
A449. Alternatively try visiting our website at  
https://hagleyrotary.wixsite.com/website 
The Rotary Club of Hagley in Fellowship 
with Rotary International Dedicated to Good 
Health and Happiness for All

Call Martin Freckelton: 01562 700 391 or 
Dave Santus: 01562 886 529

ROTARY CLUB No 1328 District 1060

WYRE FOREST & DISTRICT CENTRE NATIONAL TRUST
Why don’t you come along on Wednesday 
10th December 2.30pm to hear our excellent 
Speaker Dr. Gillian White: Queen Victoria: 
A life in Portraits. Gillian is a very popular as 
a speaker being one who speaks very clearly  
and has a wealth of information to share 

We meet at Blakedown Parish Rooms, 
Belbroughton Road, Blakedown DY13JG on 
Wednesday afternoon on this occasion at 
2.30pm which seems popular in the winter 
months especially as the clocks will have 
gone back by then. Do come along for an 
entertaining afternoon you might consider 
becoming a member in 2026 when we 

shall have a whole new programme. Do see 
our website and contact our membership 
secretary if you are interested in joining our 
group which over 40 years has donated 
thousands of pounds to the National Trust 
www.wyreforestntcentre

Toni Allison on behalf of WFDCNT 

Membership secretary: 
janetchum65@gmail.com



On 2nd December, popular (and costumed!) 
speaker Max Keen presents Hereward the 
Wake: The Last True Englishman? After 
William the Conqueror’s victory at the Battle 
of Hastings in 1066, Hereward emerged as 
one of the few Anglo-Saxon leaders who 
continued to fight against orman rule.

Hereward’s defiance turned him into a 
legendary figu e. Later stories cast him as 
a folk hero who stood up for the English 
against foreign invaders. While the details 
of his life are blurred by myth and legend, 
Hereward remains remembered as a symbol 
of resistance and national pride. 

On January 6th 2026, we have the pleasure 
of welcoming Phil Downing, who will give a 
talk entitled ‘Discover the House of Secrets’ 
about the remarkable Harvington Hall. This 
Elizabethan moated manor became famous 
for its collection of priest hides, more than any 

other house in the country! Through stories 
and images, including his personal experience 
of spending 36 hours in a pitch black hide, 
Phil will guide us around Harvington’s hidden 
staircases, secret chambers, and painted 
rooms, bringing to life both the stories of its 
builders and the courage of those who found 
refuge there.

Meetings start at 8pm at St Saviours Church 
Hall. Visitors are always most welcome at all 
our events. See hhfs.org.uk for more details 
and contact information.

Rachel Paget - Secretary

HAGLEY HISTORICAL AND FIELD SOCIETY
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December brings the Christmas season, and 
at Hagley strings, we occasionally like to play 
some seasonal music. One popular piece is 
Archangelo Corelli’s ‘Christmas Concerto’, so-
called because it bears the inscription ‘Fatto 
per la notte de Natale ‘(made for Christmas 
night). The last movement, ‘Pastorale ad 
libitum’, is a particular favourite of village 
church organists to play as a voluntary at 
Christmas services. This concerto is actually 
one of a set of 12 Concerti Grossi, published 
in 1714, after the composer’s death; a 
remarkable set of pieces considered seminal 
in pointing the way to the later baroque 
style of Handel and Bach. Corelli was a well-
regarded violinist in Italy and was influential
in the development of violin technique and 
performance. Unlike many other composers 

through the ages, he died a very rich man. 
We continue to meet on Tuesday mornings 
between 10am and 12, midday and we are 
always keen to welcome new members. 
For more details please contact Haydn 
Thomas on 01562 885252

Rory Freckleton

HAGLEY STRING ORCHESTRA
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TOPJOB 
Property Maintenance, Repairs and General 

Handyman Services 

           Contact Garry 
            07434 888789     
topjob@virginmedia.com
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HAGLEY HOBBLERS
Hagley Hobblers is Hagley’s own Walking 
Football group. We meet and play every 
Tuesday morning 10.30-11.30 on Hagley 
Playing fields. Walking Football is the same as 
football but no running and a few other rule 
changes to produce a safer game. We play a 
game amongst ourselves each week, rather 
than seek games against other groups. The 
emphasis is on enjoyment. We meet post 
match in the Pavilion at 11.30 onwards for 
refreshments. This is an important part of the 
Hobblers experience with coffee meetings 

taking place every week - even on those 
rare occasions when there is no game due 
to weather/pitch conditions. New players 
are welcome to come along to play or in 
the first instance to watch. No prior notice 
is necessary as we adjust the number of 
players each week to accommodate all who 
turn up. The Hobblers acknowledge and are 
grateful for the continuing practical support 
from others especially Hagley Parish Council, 
Bromsgrove District Council and West Hagley 
Football Club.

Mothers’ Union is a worldwide Christian 
organisation that believes in the importance 
of family life. It promotes conditions in society 
favourable to stable family life and protection 
of children and helps those whose family 
life has met with adversity. Globally there 
are many projects to help those in need for 
example those fleeing conflict in (DRC) and 
starting them on a literacy programme. Locally 
in the Diocese of Worcester we support 
families to have a break if they are struggling. 

Help those in the Refuge with washbags and 
other items. Knitting projects for babies and 
the elderly plus other projects. We meet 3rd 
Thursday every month in St Saviours church 
hall with a speaker and tea and cake. Anyone 
who is interested can join – male or female.

Hagley Mothers’ Union Advent service is on 11th December at St Saviours Church at 
2.30 pm. Anyone who is interested in joining Mothers Union is most welcome. Seasonal 
refreshments will be served in the Church hall after the service. Christine Spencer

MOTHERS UNION

HAGLEY HELPLINE
Hagley Helpline offers lifts to Hagley Residents 
and is primarily used for medical appointments 
at local surgeries, clinics and hospitals, 
including Worcester and Wolverhampton.

Our driver will pick you up from home, take 
you to the appointment, wait for you, and take 
you home. Helpline is a Charity run entirely 
by volunteers and all we ask for this service 
is a small donation – usually 50p per mile - 
towards running costs such as driver petrol 
expenses, insurance, and the offic telephone 
bill. The offic for booking appointments is 
situated at St Saviours Church and is open 
from 10am to 12 midday on Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday (apart from Bank 
Holidays).  The telephone number at present 
is 01562 886696. We will be closed during 
the Christmas/New Year period from Monday 
22 December – Monday 5 January 2026.  
However, if appointments are required during 
these dates, drivers may be available so let us 
know at least the week before we close.   

Please give us a call, we’re here to help!

Hagley 
HELPLINE
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Your local club is ready and waiting for 
you! We play all year round but the warmer 
weather is always an incentive to hunt out 
that old racquet and give the lovely game of 
tennis a try again or if you’re a newcomer to 
book some lessons with our friendly coach. 

The club was formed in March 2018, following 
the merger of the two village clubs. There are 
three hard courts, two of which are floodlit.
We are located on the left-hand side of the 
A456 just as you enter Blakedown, heading 
in the Kidderminster direction. The setting 
is great for families as we are adjacent to a 
play park and the community field. There 
are regular mix-ins on Friday and Sunday 

mornings plus Monday evenings, which 
means you can just turn up and have a game. 
We also enter a number of teams in the local 
leagues which is a great way of meeting 
players from other clubs. 

Have we whetted your appetite? We hope 
so. For further details, just go to the website 
clubspark.lta.org.uk/BlakedownTennis Club 
and we’ll look forward to seeing you on 
court! Neil Allsop
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As always, our general meetings are held 
on the first Wednesday of the month in St 
Saviour’s Church Hall: doors opening at 13.30 
for 13.45pm.  Non-members are welcome 
at this event, at which we’ll be collecting 
supplies for the Black Country Food bank, 
as well as offering a book swap table and 
a plant exchange. We are also taking the 
last forward orders for our Christmas meal, 
planned for Wednesday, 3rd December at 
12.20. The food is by Emma Baker and it will 
cost £30 this year, due to added expenses. 
You’d be welcome here too.

As part of our general meeting, besides 
having a visiting speaker, we plan for one of 
our course leaders to give a brief introduction 
to their sessions at each, and for a small fee 
you can also attend a taster meeting at any 
you fancy to see if it suits you.

There’s lots more information on our website 
at https://hagley.u3asite.uk/welcome too 
and you can also contact us from there with 
your enquiries.

HAGLEY U3A

BLAKEDOWN & HAGLEY TENNIS CLUB

HAGLEY COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA 
Wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas! Hagley Community Orchestra musicians are 
looking forward to playing in the Christmas Carol Service at Hagley Free Church on Sunday 
21st December at 4pm. We will be rehearsing on Thursdays 4th, 11th and 18th December, 
from 5.30 -7pm (venue to be confi med) and on the day of the Service from 2pm in the Free 
Church.  If you would like to join us in the orchestra, please phone or text: 07545 773 139. 
Cynthia Downes, Musical Director http://www.andrewdownes.com
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HAGLEY WI
Christmas is just around the corner and 
as usual our WI group has lots of activities, 
whether entertainment or crafting.

Traditionally at Christmas we love a panto. 
This year we are welcoming Aunty Jen 
production of Sleeping Beauty. We couldn’t 
have a Christmas Panto without a mince pie 
with our cuppa so our bakers are working 
away making the mincemeat and the pastry.

Our Christmas Party this year will be full of 
music and dance as we welcome back Ukes 
on the Edge. A wonderful group of musicians 
who play ukelele and get everyone up 
dancing and really in the Christmas Mood. 

Our Christmas Luncheon get together this 
year, sees us returning to The Fox at Stourton. 
It was a lovely meal last year with excellent 
service so our ladies wanted to enjoy it all 
again this year.

Then of course its decorating the WI 
Christmas Tree. This takes us to Worcester 
Cathedral. Each year the Worcestershire 
Group of Wis decorate the WI Christmas Tree 
with hand crafted items, all relating to our 
annual resolution. This year, we are making 
Red Hearts as our resolution has been about 
CPR training and more Defibrilla ors on 
streets so people can help save lives!

We meet the second Monday of each month at 
Hagley Community Centre 2.00pm till 4.00pm.  
If you want to know more about Hagley WI, 
please contact Judi on Tel: 07890 117097  
or email: hagleypres@wfedwi.org.uk

Judi Priest
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TAKE A 
LOOK BACK
We have a comprehensive  
Back Issues Archive 
of previous Village News editions

There are two types: from October 2004 
they are in searchable pdf format, but earlier 
copies are scanned and cannot be searched. 
If you have any ‘missing’ copies that we could 
add to our collection then please do email  
admin@hagley.uk

To access the archive visit: www.hagley.uk 
see Hagley Village News section where 
the back issues are located.

OPEN TO ALL

POP-UP CAFÉ
WEDNESDAYS AND 

SATURDAYS 9-12 
AT CLENT VILLAGE HALL
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ADVERTISING & EDITORIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS
THE COPY DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF  
BOTH EDITORIAL AND ADVERTISING IS: 
Before noon on 28th of the month  
(i.e. before noon 28th June for August edition)

ADVERTISING 
Adverts must be in the following format:  
300dpi jpeg or pdf

⅛ Page - 46mm x 64mm (HxW) Landscape 
¼ Page - 92mm x 64mm (HxW) Portrait 
½ Page - 92mm x 128mm (HxW) Landscape

Payment in full on submission of copy, a 
charge may be made for midterm alterations.

Email artwork for adverts to: 
advertising@hagley.uk

PLEASE NOTE: Editorial may be 
reproduced on the village website

TODDLER GROUPS - parents/guardians stay

PLEASE MENTION THE HAGLEY VILLAGE NEWS WHEN REPLYING TO ADVERTISEMENTS.
HAGLEY VILLAGE NEWS is distributed FREE to households in Hagley. Advertising revenue pays for the 
printing but the Editor, Advertising Manager, Distribution Manager and distributors are all VOLUNTEERS. THE 
HAGLEY VILLAGE NEWS ACCEPTS NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SERVICE, PRODUCTS OR OTHERWISE 
OF ADVERTISERS AND CONTRIBUTORS IN THIS PUBLICATION. FULL DETAILS – PLEASE SEE THE WEBSITE 
www.hagleyvillage.org and our Facebook page

MONDAY TUESDAY 

BOUNCE & RHYME 0-2 Hagley Library 
10-10.30am and 11-11.30am  
Email: halib@worcestershire.gov.uk

ACTIVE TOTS Hagley Library  
2.15-2.45pm

LITTLE BABS PLAYGROUP 
St Kenelm’s Church Hall, Romsley  
9:30-11.00am Call Laura 07525 476339

HAGLEY HUB 
St Saviour’s Church Hall 
10:00-12:00 Term time only

SATURDAY

LEGO CLUB 5+ 
Hagley Library 2.30-3.30pm

WEDNESDAY

TODDLERS  
Hagley Free Church 9:30-11:15am 
Call Zsuzsi 07852749268

BOUNCE & RHYME 0-2  
Hagley Library 2.15-2.45pm 
Email: halib@worcestershire.gov.uk

BELBROUGHTON TODDLER GROUP  
Belbroughton Church Hall 9.30-11.30am

PRE-SCHOOL PLAY  
Clent Parish Hall 10.30-11.30am

THURSDAY

LITTLE TREASURES 
Hagley Community Centre 10.00-11.30am

STORYTRAIN Hagley Library 10-10.30am 
Email: halib@worcestershire.gov.uk
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HAGLEY LIBRARY
We have lots of exciting children’s activities 
at the library for your little ones.  Bounce & 
Rhyme is for babies and children age 0-2 years 
on Mondays 10-10.30am and 11-11.30am.  
We also run a session on a Wednesday 2.15-
2.45pm. Active Tots is for children age 2-4 
years on Mondays 2.15-2.45pm. All sessions 
are Term time only and involve rhymes, 
songs, puppets, musical instruments and 
fun! Storytrain is for children age 2-5 years 
on Thursdays 10-10.30am. Come and listen 
to a fun story and make a simple craft to 
take home. Lego Club is for children age 5 
years and above and runs every Saturday  
2.15-3.30pm, come and make a Lego creation 
linked to a weekly theme. All our activities 
are FREE and run term time only, apart from 

Storytrain and Lego Club which run through 
the school holidays too. Please book a place 
by emailing halib@worcestershire.gov.uk 
or phoning us on 01905 822722 or popping 
into the library. We also have a great selection 
of books for readers young and old, you can 
browse our catalogue on our website at: 
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/libraries 
and order books for collection, renew your 
books online and have access to many online 
resources, including our popular e-books and 
magazines. The library offers free computer 
use and we have a printing service too, 15p 
for a black and white printout, 50p for a 
colour. Our friendly staff and volunteers are 
always happy to help you we look forward to 
seeing you soon!

THE HAGLEY LIBRARY HEALTHY WALKING GROUP
Want to get more active and socialise at the same time? Then we’re here to help! Walking is a 
great way to get fit and explore what’s on your doorstep. Our friendly group meets in the library 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 10.30am. We have two experienced Walk Leaders 
in the group who will take you on some lovely one hour long walks around the local area.  

Our walks in 2025 are: 3rd & 17th Dec

Hagley Library 
Meeting room space and toilets with baby changing available 
Out of hours, evenings from 5pm and weekends (from 4pm on a Saturday) 
For more information contact: clerk@hagleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Available for 
public use



LOCAL COUNCILLOR/MP CONTACTS
HAGLEY PARISH COUNCIL:............................................................................................................01562 885253
HAGLEY (& FURLONGS) COUNTY COUNCILLOR (CLENT HILLS DIVISION): Karen May.......07818 085140
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR FOR HAGLEY WEST: Steve Colella......................................................01562 882996
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR FOR HAGLEY EAST:  Ruth Lambert........................ r.lambert@bromsgrove.gov.uk

39

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES
ACTIVE SENIORS: Angela................................................................................................................07512 546480
BLAKEDOWN & HAGLEY TENNIS CLUB:Neil Allsop.blakedownhagleytennis@gmail.com : 07860 139670
CONEXUS TUITION: Sarah Fellows................................................................................................07879 442422 
HAGLEY ART CLUB: Bob Haywood-Lister..........................hagleyartclub583@gmail.com : 01562 700078
HAGLEY COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA: Cynthia Downes.................................................... downlyn@gmail.com
HAGLEY C of E: Sue Priest.............................................................admin@hagleycofe.co.uk : 01562 886363
HAGLEY CRICKET CLUB: ................................................................................................................07834 157035
HAGLEY FREE CHURCH:............................................................... hfc1905@btinternet.com : 07922 508014
HAGLEY GUIDES, BROWNIES, RAINBOWS: Fiona Drewett.................................... waltond2024@gmail.com
HAGLEY HELPLINE:..........................................................................................................................01562 886696
HAGLEY HISTORICAL & FIELD SOCIETY: Rachel Paget...............................................................07807 361092
HAGLEY RAMBLER SCOUTS: Sue Corlett........................................................hagleyramblersgsl@gmail.com
HAGLEY STRING ORCHESTRA: Haydn Thomas...........................................................................01562 885252
HAGLEY THEATRE GROUP:.............................................................................................................07837 387926
HAGLEY WI: Judi Priest................................................................hagleypres@wfedwi.org.uk 07890 117097
HAND OF FRIENDSHIP: Mrs Jean Deacy......................................................................................01562 885760
HCK BADMINTON: Ian Hughes...................................................................................ishughes@btinternet.com
HOME RUN HOUNDS: Katy Rees......................................... hello@homerunhounds.co.uk : 07488 253537
LIFECENTRAL HAGLEY: Location Pastor........................................................................................0121 5013542
MATT FIDDES MARTIAL ARTS: ........................................................................................ office@m ttfiddes.co
MC PAWS: Mark Collins...................................................................................................................01562 633045
MOTHERS UNION: Christine Spencer...........................................................................................07967 230590
MOVE IT OR LOSE IT: Lorna Bath...................................................................................................07506 617834
MINI MAKERS CRAFT CLUB: Verina Smith....................................................................................07990 687873
PILATES: Wayne Edgar.....................................................................................................................07969 797709
PILATES WITH YASMIN: Yasmin.................................................... yasminpilates@gmail.com 07747 787832 
PROBUS CLUB: Alan Hess...............................................................................................................07967 590219
ROTARY CLUB: Godfrey Partridge............................................... hagley.rotary@gmail.com : 07496 796332
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION: Helen Roberts....................................................... 01384 378934 : 07962 980446
ST JOHNS HAND & TOWER BELLRINGERS: Richard Scarth.......................................................07768 273545
THE STOURBRIDGE ARTS SOCIETY: Neill Robb..........................................................................01562 885300 
TUESDAY TEA CLUB: Sheila Munden............................................................................................01562 636333
UNIVERSITY OF THIRD AGE: Ian Charnock............................. ianjcharnock@hotmail.com : 01562 884843
VERVE MARTIAL ARTS: John Swift..................................................................................................07989 980155
VILLAGE LADIES: Ann Pagett..........................................................................................................01562 882692 
WEST GLEN HTM: Pat Sidaway.......................................................................................................01384 637085
WYRE FOREST NT: Toni Allison.......................................................................................................01562 884079
YOGA: Wendy Jones........................................................................................................................07767 883277
HAGLEY LIBRARY..............................................................................................................................01905 822722
HAGLEY MEDICAL PRACTICE........................................................................................................  01562 881700

Hagley Village Directory
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“At Christmas I no more desire a rose, Than wish a snow in May’s new-fangled 
mirth; But like of each thing that in season grows” William Shakespeare


