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Andrew Bradley Interiors

Your local specialist in carpets and curtains.
A family business with over 45 years of experience.

Choose f rom an extensive range of carpet and 
curtain samples from leading manufacturers 

in the comfort of your own home.
Made to measure and fitted, all styles of  blinds:

Venetian, Roller, Vertical, Roman, Pleated, 
including bespoke conservatory blinds.

Re-upholstery service.
[

01562 883197 / 07976 152479
andrewbradleyinteriors@virginmedia.com

47 Pinewoods Avenue, Hagley
@andrew_bradley_interiors

YOUR LOCAL
TRAVEL SPECIALIST

Newly refurbished store

Friendly & experienced team

Independent & financially protected

Exceptional service from start to finish

109 Worcester Rd,
Hagley Stourbridge,

West Midlands - DY9 0NG

01562 883795
enquiry@destinatravel.co.uk
www.destinatravel.co.uk OVER 100 YEARS EXPERIENCE

BEACH  |  CITY  |  WEDDING  |  HONEYMOON  |  SKI  |  CRUISE  |  TOUR  |  SAFARI  |  TAILOR-MADE
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Greetings to you all as we head into May, 
with finer weather, less restrictions and 
hopefully a more clear way forward. With 
this in mind we have chosen some typical 
May blooms to adorn the pages of this issue. 
The hawthorn flower is a symbol of hope, 
whilst lily of the valley signifies the return 
of happiness - quite fitting really.

We bring you some fantastic articles this 
month which we hope you’ll find interesting. 
Featuring on our cover we have Michael 
Johnson-Ellis of TwoDads.U.K - head over 
to page 24 to find out more of how he and 
his husband Wes raise awareness about 
Surrogacy and Same Sex Parenting.

This time last year we were in the throes 
of our first lockdown and plans for 
celebrating VE day could not go ahead as 
we hoped. That didn’t stop you lovely peeps 
from honouring this occasion though - so 
we thought we’d dedicate our Step Back In 
Time feature to some absolutely fabulous 
pics of that day last year when we all took 
tea in the garden. Enjoy!

And whilst still on the subject of picnics we 
have a delightful painting and poem which 
has been submitted by Mike Spencer in 
appreciation of the gentile english afternoon 
tea - a lovely light hearted read on page 25.
For those of you who are still enjoying your 
daily rambles, then John Harris (page 24) 
has info on where you can find more local 
walking routes to enjoy. And if you love 
bluebells then this is the time of year to 
walk in the woods amongst them - we think 
our cover photograph is very tempting.
With the ongoing emergence from this latest 
lockdown we’ll see more of our local clubs 
and associations re-opening. Along with 
this we’ll bring you more news and reports 
of what’s going on in the community. In 
the meantime there’s plenty in this issue 
to keep you going - including the councils, 
surgery and churches updates, a thank you 
from Jean and a bomber for Betty!
Bye for now, take care all, see you next month!
Alison Akers Editor
Cover photo courtesy of Anon

Please mention the Hagley Village News when replying to advertisements.
HAGLEY VILLAGE NEWS is distributed FREE to households in Hagley. Advertising revenue pays for the 
printing but the Editor, Advertising Manager, Distribution Manager and distributors are all VOLUNTEERS. THE 
HAGLEY VILLAGE NEWS ACCEPTS NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SERVICE, PRODUCTS OR OTHERWISE 
OF ADVERTISERS IN THIS PUBLICATION.

FULL DETAILS – PLEASE SEE THE WEBSITE www.hagleyvillage.org and our Facebook page

Patron: The Viscount Cobham
Management Committee:
Chairman: 
Roger Seabury - 01562 885578
Treasurer: 
Alan Hess - treasurer@hagleyvillage.org
Secretary/Affiliations: 
Annette Templar - 01562 882145 
minits@hagleyvillage.org
Bookings Officer: 
Nick Templar- 07891 365290 
bookings@hagleyvillage.org
Maintenance: 
Neville Smart - 01562 883433

Members:
Steve Colella - 01562 882996 
Rachel Jenkins - 07974 257172 
Sue Corlett 

Hagley Village News Staff:
Editor: 
Alison Akers - editor@hagleyvillage.org
Advertising 
Erica Sprason -  
advertising@hagleyvillage.org 
Distribution 
David Trewin - 01562 884751

A Warm Welcome

Editor’s Welcome 
May 2021
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A Special Birthday 
Message for Betty
We’d like to wish a happy birthday to a  
very special lady who lives in our lovely 
village. Betty will be celebrating her 100th 
on 2nd May. Having lived in the area 
all her life she is very well known with 
many friends and acquaintances who she 
keeps in regular contact with. She’s led 
an interesting life and recently provided 
information about her WW2 experiences to 
the WI. These included working on plans 
for the Stirling Bombers, volunteering 
for the WAAF and working as an air raid 
warden. She is still a very independent lady 
with a razor sharp mind and immaculate 
in her appearance. Before lockdown she 

was a regular at local lunches and coffee 
mornings whilst also making good use of 
the community bus to get out and about – 
we hope she’ll soon be able to do this again. 
In the meantime there is no stopping Betty - 
she still takes a daily walk to the local shops 
to enjoy the exercise and fresh air.
A number of her neighbours were hoping 
to mark this milestone birthday for her, but 
this was very much dependant on how the 
latest lockdown evolved.

Here’s to you Betty -  
have a jolly good one! 

A Thank You From Jean
I just want to thank all my friends for their cards and get well messages after my fall 
and spell in hospital also in rehabilitation.  It has been much appreciated.  I hope to see 
you all very soon. With very best wishes from Jean Pardoe.



5

Hagley Historical & Field Society

The photograph is of Thicknall Rise, a 
house designed by Tom Grazebrook whose 
father was John Phillips Grazebrook, a 
Black Country ironmaster. It was built in 
1899 at the junction of Western Road and 
Newfield Road and was within Clent Parish 
until recent boundary changes. 

It was the home of Frank Percival Evers 
and his wife Ellen. Frank was a solicitor 
at Harward and Evers, 118 High St 
Stourbridge. The fence on Western Road 
has an unusual inset; that is part of the 
driveway to the house.  The Evers’ second 
son Bryan G Evers was born in 1912, served 
at Dunkirk in WWII and was reported as 
missing in action. A memorial service was 

held at Broome Church, but he had been 
taken prisoner of war. He was awarded the 
Military Cross for his part in the action in 
which he was wounded. After the war he 
returned to Stourbridge to again practice 
law and later became Dudley’s coroner. 
Bryan lived in the house until 1968. 

It was later demolished, and houses were 
built on the site. The road named Thicknall 
Rise runs through what was the back 
garden area of the house.  

Rachel Paget - Secretary 
See hhfs.org.uk for details & contacts

Thicknall Rise
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Step Back In Time.....to One Year Ago
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Step Back In Time.....to One Year Ago
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Hagley Community

BUS SERVICE CB9
FROM HAGLEY PARISH - to various destinations in and 
around the parish and also to Kidderminster, Merry Hill, 
Longbridge and Stourbridge

Shencare will adhere to current Covid 19 Guidance which includes social distancing 
on the vehicle and passengers need to wear face coverings. Therefore, there may be 
limited availability - so please book in good time!

The service will resume running every 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday - 
a reduced service operating initially during 
the relaunch. Pickups will start at 09.45 and 
last drop offs back in Hagley will by 14.30.

We will be providing journeys both local 
and further afield for the residents of 
Hagley. Our service is Ring and Book 
door to door and is operated by Shencare 
Community Transport with the support of 
Hagley Parish Council and Worcestershire 
County Council. 

ALL JOURNEYS MUST BE PRE-BOOKED 
with the pick-up time and location being 
confirmed at the time of booking. A reduced 
fare is available for Concessionary Bus 
Pass holders. Our vehicles have wheelchair 
access for those who require it.

Due to Covid19 restrictions routes may not 
be running - please contact us for further 
information

Shencare: Tel: 0121 476 1816 
From 10.30am - 12.30pm Monday - Friday 

Further information is also available from 
Hagley Parish Council on 01562 886239 
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Field House Residential Home

Family-run care home with family values
Types of care available

•  Residential care

•  Specialist dementia care

•  Couples care

Also available at Field House are respite breaks 
and day care, suitable for people who require 
assistance with personal care on a short-term 
basis, or those who want to see if residential care 
meets their needs and wishes. 

Off Western Rd, Hagley

For more information, please contact us:  
Call 01562 275 113    |    Visit www.fieldhousecarehome.com  

Because we care...
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Interview

If you’re anything like me and sit in 
admiration of anyone that can put down 
on canvass what they see or what they 
imagine then the Hagley Art Club is one 
of the interviews that I’m really happy to 
bring you.

There feels to be more art programmes 
on TV than anytime that I can remember.  
Growing up watching Tony Hart and 
‘Hartbeat’ and ‘Take Hart’ inspired me to 
do better at art but alas ability never really 
met ambition. 

It’s quite ironic that in a time that we can’t 
get out to art exhibitions or museums 
the increase in art programmes and the 
increase in audience figures has grown.  
I suppose it just demonstrates what we’ve 
taken for granted and upon lockdown 
release the pent-up interest will manifest 
itself in more footfall through the doors.  

I asked the current Chairperson of the Club, 
Sue Merrill, how it all started. “The Club 
started in 1989 and we celebrated our 25 
years anniversary in 2014. The club itself 
was started by Alan Pritchard, which many 
residents will remember, with a small group 
of keen artists. Since then, we continue 
to have a good group of members with a 
wide range of skills from professional, keen 
amateur and new starters. Although Covid 
has caused some disruption including the 
cancelation of the 2020 Art Exhibition our 
members have stayed with us and we’re 
planning our next exhibition around the 
middle of November 2021”

“In normal years we’ve been on visits and 
tours and one I particularly remember 
was a club trip to Paris to celebrate our 10 
years anniversary. This is my 2nd stint as 
Chairperson, taking my total time in the 
chair as 10 years” added Sue. 

“Our Art Exhibitions held in the Community 
Centre have been a great success and acts 
as an opportunity for members to exhibit 
their work. Members don’t need to be 
expert, competent artists, they only need to 
be enthusiastic. We’re seeing more younger 
members coming through which will help 
the club grow and continue to survive. The 
club is there so that people can work on 
their particular subject matter and come 
together to exchange ideas and techniques.  
Some artists do sell their work whilst others 
just do it for their own interest.”

How has technology and arts come together 
over the last year?  I asked. “We’ve continued 
to do ‘Zoom’ meetings like everyone else and 
managed this quite well enabling us to have 
some of our demonstrators from other parts 
of the country. Our demonstration talks are 
with professional and semi-professional 
speakers which has increased interest in 
the club. We may even continue with the 
‘Zoom’ demonstrations during the winter 
months” added Sue. Should anyone wish 
to know more about the club or join please 
contact Sue on 01562 700078

Interview by Steve Colella

Ten minutes in the company of Susan Merrill Hagley Art Club
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Hagley Surgery

Diabetes Prevention Programme 
Tens of thousands of Herefordshire & 
Worcestershire residents at risk of Type 2 
Diabetes are being encouraged to access free 
prevention support through the Healthier You 
NHS Diabetes Prevention Programme.

Living Well Taking Control, a new provider of 
the NHS programme, opened its doors in the 
area at the start of December 2020, offering 
the 9-month programme either immediately 
online through an app or through in-person 
group sessions once it’s safe to do so amidst the 
coronavirus pandemic. Subscribers to the app 
will receive coaching and educational sessions 
from a specialist coach, who will monitor 
their progress and work with them to make 
healthier lifestyle choices and significantly 
reduce their risk of developing diabetes.

Participants who choose to take part in the 
group programme will meet fortnightly with 
a peer group of other residents going through 
the programme and receive education and 
support from their coach in local venues. 
The risk factors of Type 2 Diabetes are 

wide-ranging, with everything from BMI 
and lifestyle choices through to ethnicity all 
contributing to the potential risk to a person 
of developing the disease. 

If you would like to know whether you are at 
risk, LWTC have developed an online “Know 
Your Risk” tool, which uses answers to a 
series of questions to generate a “risk score”, 
which is available at www.lwtcsupport.co.uk/
know-your-risk-tool. Alternatively, residents 
are encouraged to speak to their GP and ask 
if they qualify as at risk and therefore eligible 
for referral onto the programme.

For more information, visit 
http://www.lwtcsupport.co.uk/hereford-
worcs-diabetes-support

Appointments: We are continuing to 
operate a telephone appointment system at the 
surgery. For those patients who need to, we 
are still carrying out face to face appointments 
at the surgery and anyone that needs to come 
in will be offered this option if it is clinically 
indicated. This will be explained and a time 
mutually agreed between the patient and 
the clinician during the initial telephone call.  
All appointments (including telephone slots, 
nurse appointments for smears or blood tests) 
continue to be available to book online where 
you have access to your medical record. To 
sign up please speak to reception via telephone 
or our online portal on the website. You can 
access appointment booking or order repeat 
prescriptions at anytime from anywhere.

Some new faces: We are delighted to 
have welcomed Dr Chris Troth to the  
team at Hagley Surgery as a Partner. He 
is an experience GP and has worked in 
Solihull before joining us. He started on 
8th March 2021. We have also welcomed 
Victoria as a new receptionist and Lorren 
as a new secretary. I am sure you will join 
me in extending a warm welcome to them 
all to Hagley.

COVID UPDATE The COVID vaccine clinics continue at both our Kidderminster Medical 
and Stourport Health Centre sites. We are successfully delivering the eagerly anticipated 
2nd doses to those that received their vaccines in January and beyond. We are also proud 
to be continuing to offer first doses to those patients in lower groups. For both 1st and 2nd 
doses, patients will be invited via text message with a link to our online booking system 
and can choose a suitable appointment date and time to come to the vaccination clinics.
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Hagley Gardeners Club
We hope to recommence meetings later in 
the year but are still looking for a volunteer 
(or two) to take on the role of Chairman. If 
we do not find anyone it will not be possible 
for the club to continue to function. Please 
give this some serious thought and contact 
me as soon as possible. Contact details below.
Here are some springtime thoughts from 
John Oakes, a former Chairman.
Bluebells, my mother’s birthday flower, 
are in full bloom now. Many woods in 
Worcestershire to visit, name but a few, 
Clent Hills, Croome Park, Wyre Forest, 
Beacon Wood, Lickey Hill, Chaddesley 
Corbett wood. Together with the white wild 
garlic, a picture to behold.  
I get quite excited, like a child almost, 
when seeds germinate. Its nature’s miracle, 
and seeds sown in April will now have 
germinated and growing well in seed trays 
or later sowings in the warmer soil. You 
might be tempted to buy plants, but beware, 
night frosts are not uncommon this month 
so protect with fleece or bubble wrap until 
planting out at the end of the month. Get 
baskets, pots and containers ready for 
potting up with garden centre plants. 

Start cutting lawns once a week and lower 
the blades. They could do with a feed too 
if not already done. In the meantime, let 
us enjoy other people’s gardens who have 
Rhododendrons, Azaleas and in full bloom, 
not forgetting Iris Germanica. Likewise, the 
hanging chains of bright yellow Laburnums 
and blue Wisteria. The scented Viburnums, 
Syringa and later the Philadelphus or mock 
orange.                                         
Some of you may well have had your second 
vaccine, and like the weather, things are 
looking brighter. 
Tony Iliff – Hon. Treasurer 
01562 883568  - tillyeye@aol.com

Walton District Girlguiding
There has been plenty of creative zoom 
sessions in all Girlguiding sections with 
Easter chocolate nests, scones and jumping 
clay mini me Brownies being created. We 
are grateful to all those parents and carers 
who have handed their kitchens over and 
hovered in the background as our young 
members have been super busy making 
some wonderful things and a little bit of 
mess. 2nd Hagley Guides took part in a 
very successful virtual camp with several of 
the Guides being awarded the first Bronze 
Awards of the new programme. The girls 
were very grateful to the leaders for all their 
hard work and even secretly enjoyed the 
early Sunday morning breakfast activity. 
The virtual nature of the camp meant that 
the leaders had a much better night of sleep 
than on normal camp. However, we can’t 

wait to be back doing face to face Guiding 
and as I write units are busy preparing 
risk assessments and adapting activities to 
fit in with the new guidelines so that we 
can enjoy the summer term and get out and 
about.  If you are looking to get involved 
in Girlguiding we are always looking for 
adult helpers please register your interest 
at www.girlguiding.org.uk and click “get 
involved”.   
Rachel Coton
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Village Ladies
The trees are in blossom and, fingers 
crossed, summer is not very far away.  Let’s 
hope we get some dry and sunny weather, 
something we all deserve.  However, if it 
turns out to be cold and wet, we will cope. 
Think back to all we have been through 
and a shower of rain or a cold day will pale 
into insignificance BUT warm and sunny 
would definitely be wonderful.

On the face of it, nothing too much has 
been happening at Village Ladies right 
now but behind the scenes Sue and the 
committee are working hard to sort out 
our meetings and booking speakers for 

September onwards, so steam is still rising 
from their computers.  Until then we have 
Sue’s newsletters to enjoy.  

If any non-members are reading this and 
thinking they would like to celebrate the 
end of lockdown by joining Village Ladies, 
please do ring our leader, Sue Billington, 
01562 885799, who will be delighted to 
chat and tell you all about us.

We can’t wait to get back together so stay 
safe and well as we move steadily forward 
to freedom!!

Ann Pagett

Active Seniors
The recent roadmap for lifting lockdown 
restrictions announced by the Government 
gave a date (still subject to change or delay 
if the criteria isn’t met) of 17th May for 
group exercise to resume. This still seems a 
long way off but at least there is a plan and 
the suggested date will mean that hopefully 
every adult over 50 will have received at 
least their first vaccination before classes 
are able to re-commence. 

I hope that as soon after this date as possible 
I will be able to resume Strength and 
Balance, Happy Hearts and Tai Chi classes 
at the Community Centre on Monday 

mornings and Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons. If you are keen to get back to 
or start some exercise and don’t already 
have your name on my list please give me a 
call. The classes are for reasonably mobile 
individuals but if in doubt ring to discuss on 
07512 546480

Hagley U3A
Covid has made a big difference to all our 
lives – including socialising in the normal 
way. Some members of Hagley U3A have 
continued to keep in touch via Zoom and 
WhatsApp. We don’t know when we’ll be able 
to resume our monthly meetings but we have 
provisionally reserved our usual space at St 
Saviour’s church hall for 1.45 on Wednesday 
1st September, in the hope that we will be able 
to have our meeting with a Speaker.

For more details about our group please 
contact our Membership Secretary Ian 
Powick ian.powick@gmail.com or phone 
01562  883822
Carolyn Buckle
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G A S & P L U M B I N G

50
44
99

w: www.amdgas.co.uk  |  t: 01562 710151  |  m: 07936 326730

a  Boiler & central heating 
installation, service & repair.

a  Gas fires, cookers, ovens & 
hobs.

a  Gas safety inspections & 
certificates.

a  Bathroom & wet room 
installation.

a  Taps, sinks, wash basins, baths 
& showers.

a  All plumbing maintenance & 
repairs.

Heating & Plumbing Specialists for your Home and Business

No job is too small, ask us for a free quote!

Tel: 01562 882295
143/145 Worcester Rd, West Hagley, W.Mids DY9 0NW
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www.bathrooms.com

YOUR LOCAL 
SHOWROOM
From taps to tiles, cloakrooms to family bathrooms, 

and lighting to heating, we have it all.

10-12 Stourbridge Road, Halesowen. B63 3US 
T: 0121 550 1037

CITYQuote for

20% OFFyour entire orderOFFER ENDS 31/12/21T&Cs applyAsk in Showroom for details

Book your appointment today! 
By phone 0121 550 1037 or 
online at www.bathrooms.com 

T&Cs: Retail customers only. This offer is only available at the Bathroom Showroom located at 10-12 Stourbridge Road, Halesowen. B63 3US. Offer cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offer, voucher, discount or promotion. Discount is not available for online or telephone orders. Offer ends 31/12/21. All sales are subject to the Bathroom Showroom sale 
terms.  This offer can only be redeemed by presenting and handing over this advert where it will be retained by the branch. Discount only applies to products selected from the current 
Bathroom Brochure and Tile Brochure from The Bathroom Showroom, Halesowen Discount may only be used at point of purchase in the Bathroom Showroom at the City Plumbing 

Supplies Halesowen. City Plumbing Supplies Holdings Limited (trading as The Bathroom Showroom).

Free Tile 
sampling 
service

Free 3D 
design 

& planning 

Trade &
Public 

welcome



21

I HELP OVERWEIGHT PEOPLE BURN 
FAT AND BUILD CONFIDENCE

enquiries@jameswarehampt.com
07970 332 321

www.jameswarehampt.com
@jameswarehampt

PERSONAL TRAINING
ONLINE COACHING

NUTRITIONAL SUPPORT

contact me for a free consultation

over 12 years experience
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Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will 
depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted, variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. Available for new vehicles contracted by 31st March 2021 and registered by 30th June 2021. See ford.
co.uk for full details. Finance subject to status. Freepost Ford Credit. *Only available when you finance a new Ford Car on Ford Options. ^£1,000 customer saving off a selected new Ford Car. You must have owned for at 
least 4 months either [1] a Ford vehicle that’s over 4 years old from date of first registration or [2] a non-Ford vehicle of any age. Hills Ford only offers finance from Ford Credit. We may receive a percentage commission 
based on the amount financed. E&OE.

Models shown: New Puma ST-Line 1.0L Ford EcoBoost Mild Hybrid 125PS Manual Petrol. Fuel economy mpg (l/100km) (Combined): 50.4 (5.6) CO2 emissions 
128g/km. Focus ST-Line Edition 5 Door 1.0L (mHEV) 125PS Manual Petrol. Fuel economy mpg (l/100km) (Combined): 54.3 (5.2) CO2 emissions 117g/km.  
All-New Kuga ST-Line X Edition 2.0 (mHEV) 150PS Manual Diesel FWD. Fuel economy mpg (l/100km) (Combined): 55.4 (5.1) CO2 emissions: 135g/km. 

For more information visit social.hillsford.co.uk/postcode-bingo-dy/

Hills Ford - Kidderminster  Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY1O 1JB 
Tel. 01562 820 028    hillsford.co.uk

LIVE IN HAGLEY AND  
THE SURROUNDING AREA? 
Then it’s a win-win situation  
for you with Hills Ford!

clickerty click don’t miss a trick…

AND choose aBuy a new car from Hills Ford with

FREE  
Lifetime  
Warranty

2 Years’  
FREE  
Servicing

OR0% APR 
REPRESENTATIVE* 3MONTHS  

PAYMENT  
HOLIDAY*

£1,000
SAVING^AND A
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TwoDads.U.K and more

Walking In England

Michael Johnson-Ellis has been a UK 
Surrogacy and Fertility Treatment 
advocate since 2015 when he and his 
husband (Wes) embarked on their first 
journey with their daughter (Talulah) who 
was born in 2016. Their son Duke was born 
in August 2019. Since having Talulah, 
Michael and Wes have set up TwoDads.U.K 
(www.TwoDadsUK.com) which essentially 
was a light hearted way to raise more 
awareness about Surrogacy and Same Sex 
Parenting via Facebook and Instagram. It 
now has a combined following of over 40k 
and is the go to organisation for Surrogacy 
for the LGBTQ community.

Michael has campaigned for law reform 
and policy change. He and Wes have 
successfully challenged every NHS Trust 
to improve their policy surrounding the 
treatment of Surrogates and Intended 
Parents when navigating through 
maternity services. They were invited to 
the Houses of Parliament in 2018 to advise 
on where the laws needed updating. In 2019 
Michael and Wes launched The Modern 
Family Show, the only LGBTQ family 
building event taking place in London this 
September. It is one of the first physical 

events to take place guiding and supporting 
people on a journey to parenthood via 
Adoption, Fostering, Co-Parenting, IVF/
IUI, Surrogacy and Fertility Preservation. 
www.TheModernFamilyShow.co.uk 

Their latest business venture took  
almost three years of hard work to 
create and began gathering momentum 
during lockdown. My Surrogacy Journey 
(www.mysurrogacyjourney.com) is the 
latest not for profit Surrogacy organisation 
designed to support everyone on a fertility 
journey via Surrogacy. Throughout the 
pandemic Michael has supported hundreds 
of people and created specialist content for 
those struggling with infertility through a 
challenging and anxious time. It’s with all 
this hard work that Michael was awarded 
one of only 22 purple plaques by the 
Census21; and it’s taking its place of pride 
here in Hagley.

With hundreds of walks to download and 
print, free, it also has books of walks, 
contact details for all the walking groups 
in the county and much more. Whether you 
want to walk on your own or with a group 
all the information is there in one place.

John said ‘There is so much walking 
information on the web but it is difficult to 
find. Walking in Worcestershire (part of the 
Walking in England suite of websites (www.
walkinginengland.co.uk)  – one for each 
county in England) has brought it together 

in one place so whether you are walking 
from home, or away on holiday, you will be 
able to find a walk suitable for you’.

With walks from half a mile to twelve 
miles plus long, and a note of suitability 
for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone 
can find a walk to enjoy. So home or away, 
check out the websites and get walking!

John Harris 
www.walkinginengland.co.uk 
email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk

Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks? Walking in Worcestershire - take 
a look at www.walkinginengland.co.uk/worcestershire - it’s the website for you!
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An Afternoon Tea

We had a little picnic 
We enjoyed it very much. 
The biscuit was delightful 
When I bit into it, it even made a crunch.

In fact it was not a picnic 
It was an afternoon delight 
Jam, with scones and biscuits, 
It was a wonderful sight.

And they were lovingly made by Mum 
Not that long ago 
And as the sun comes up 
A picnic gets on the go.

This delightful painting has been created by Mike Spencer. It tells the story of his family 
enjoying a simple afternoon tea in their garden in Hagley. He has written a short poem about 
this tea ...... or was it a picnic? And was it Jam, with scones and biscuits ...... or Scones with 
jam and biscuits? In a little bit of lighthearted fun and humour, Mike asks us if we can identify 
who said what during this most quintessential of English pastimes.

Who said what?

“What on earth do you think you are doing”

“Oh Mike, that’s very nice of you”

“Just enjoying the picnic - I’m not speaking”

“That biscuit of yours is absolutely scrumptious”
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Hagley Parish Council
As spring rolls into summer the move into 
the early stages of the road map of lockdown 
brings welcome relief for us all. There is still 
much to be done as we look forward with 
optimism to July.
The first steps to recovery enabled people 
to meet outdoors which has resulted in 
the playing fields and main shopping area 
becoming heavily littered at times and the bins 
becoming full more quickly. If litter cannot be 
placed in a bin without it falling out, please 
take it home or find an emptier bin.
We ask that you bear with us whilst we allow 
the new young grass to establish properly on 
the playing fields. The area remains fenced 
off by the contractor while cultivation and 
mowing continues into the summer months, 
also allowing the ground to firm up. Please 
keep off the area in order to protect it from 
any unnecessary damage mid-reinstatement.
The government is looking at when it will be 
safe to hold Council meetings again in public. 
There remains a lot of uncertainty and this 
does not sit comfortably with many and raises 
issues of continuing to ensure everyone will 
remain safe. 

Necessary tree work has been undertaken 
in the playing fields as part of the tree 
management programme and of course 
the reversion of the A456 and B4187 is 
underway, unfortunately causing some 
disruption. However, once completed the 
works will reduce standing traffic and 
improve safety. 

The Dial-a-ride bus is now running again. 
Anyone who has a bus pass, has difficulties 
with mobility or lives too far away from the 
amenities and bus routes should enquire 
about registering to use this service. It is 
run by an experienced community bus 
operator and is Covid-19 safe. 

Cllr Steve Colella 
Chairman Hagley Parish Council

This month’s focus concentrates on the 
number of reports of dogs being stolen 
particularly puppies and young dogs.  Whilst 
this is not necessarily happening in Hagley 
it is an increasing concern nationally and as 
such is worth asking that owners be vigilant 
and be conscious that this type of crime in on 
the rise. 

Please keep your dogs on a lead as much 
as possible in public places and be vigilant 
and conscious of what might be happening 
around you. This could be suspicious loitering 
by individuals that are not known locally or 
just someone acting in a strange way. 

A concerned Hagley resident has raised such 
an incident and has alerted dog owners to 
the potential threats.  Reading reports of 
actual cases where dogs have been snatched 

is really distressing leaving the owners 
distraught with worry.  By raising awareness 
will hopefully prevent as many of these cases 
happening as possible. 
Call 101 and report suspicious behaviour with 
vehicle registration and vehicle details would 
be helpful too. If it turns out to be innocent 
then no harm done, better to be safe than 
very very sorry.
Steve Colella and Roger Seabury 
Joint Coordinators

Hagley Neighbourhood Watch
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Bromsgrove District Council
Bromsgrove District businesses that have 
been affected by coronavirus restrictions 
are being urged to check if they are eligible 
and apply for business support grants visit 
www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/coronavirus for 
more details. We would urge making the 
enquiry ASAP.
Voluntary, charitable and community 
groups in Bromsgrove District are being 
invited to bid for a share of this year’s small 
grants funding or as it will now be known, 
Equality Small Grants Scheme. We are also 
encouraging all groups to prepare for the 
2021 New Homes Bonus scheme which is due 
to be launched in April. Contact your ward 
member for further help and support.
Several complaints have been received in 
respect of the very poor state of the A456, 
A491 and A450.  We agree that the authorities 
have allowed these main roadways to become 
heavily littered, with large areas of weeds, 
roadside debris and generally looking in an 
unmaintained and unmanaged condition.  

The responsibility for the maintenance and 
upkeep sits with both BDC and WCC.  We 
have contacted the Head of Service at BDC 
to liaise with WCC and ensure that these 
problems are tackled as a matter of urgency.
The loose sewer drain cover on the A456 in 
the vicinity of Brook Crescent has also been 
reported to Severn Trent Water for repair 
ASAP.
Please remember that we can both be 
contacted on s.colella@bromsgrove.gov.uk 
or r.jenkins@bromsgrove.gov.uk 
Bromsgrove District Councillors  
Steve Colella (Hagley West) 
Rachel Jenkins (Hagley East)

Worcestershire County Council
The Covid 19 vaccination programme 
continues at pace and is a national success 
story for the whole of the UK. Over 30 
million first vaccinations have now been 
administered and on a local level, the roll 
out of vaccines from GPs, pharmacies and 
the Artrix site in Bromsgrove has been 
exceptionally well organised; I was extremely 
grateful to have been administered my first 
vaccination at the Artrix. The Secretary 
of State for Health has commented on the 
efficient way the vaccination programme 
has been rolled out in Worcestershire.

In March I held a virtual surgery with 
the Police and Crime Commissioner John 
Campion, one of the main topics we spoke 
about was issues with speeding. We must 
ensure that we utilise the latest technology 
to address this growing problem as it 
jeopardises the safety of all those using our 
roads including cyclists and pedestrians. 
John Campion assured me he would 
strongly support us.

Many will have seen the recent publicity 
around the epidemic of fly tipping, no one 
issue unites us more than this. The Police, 
District and County Councillors are all taking 
this issue very seriously and we are looking at 
various options to stop this abhorrent practise. 
I would ask us all as a community to do our 
bit as well. If you see someone acting in a 
suspicious way,  make a note of the vehicle 
registration number, a description of the 
individuals involved and report it via the link 
below. With your help we can hopefully catch 
and prosecute these criminals. As ever, if you 
have any issues or need assistance on any 
matter please do not hesitate to get in touch.

https://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/my-
place/street-cleaning/fly-tipping/report-
fly-tipping.aspx

Cllr Karen May - Mobile: 07818 085140  
Email: kmay@worcestershire.gov.uk
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Become 
Affiliated

Promoting your Club or Association 
is always a challenge, and to keep 
yours in the public eye why not 
become affiliated with the HCA.

For an annual fee you can enjoy the 
following benefits:
• Submission of a monthly article of up-to 
  250 words for inclusion in The Village 
  News and on our website.
• Hire of the Community Centre at a rate 
  up to 50% lower with no deposit
• A listing in the Village Directory which 
  is at the back of The Village News
• Publish news and upcoming Events in the 
  Village News and on the website

For further information please email: 
affiliations@hagleyvillage.org
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Take A 
Look Back

We have a comprehensive  
Back Issues Archive 
of previous Village News editions

There are two types: 
from October 2004 they are in searchable 
pdf format, but earlier copies are scanned 
and cannot be searched.
If you have any ‘missing’ copies that we 
could add to our collection then please do 
email admin@hagleyvillage.org

To access the archive visit: 
www.hagleyvillage.org 
see Hagley Village News section where 
the back issues are located.

Happy Reading!
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EMERGENCY CALL OUTS

DOMESTIC PLUMBING & HEATING

COMMERCIAL PLUMBING & HEATING

BOILER SERVICES

DRAINAGE

REGISTERED GAS SAFE AND OFTEC OIL

W W W . Y O U N G S P L U M B I N G S E R V I C E S . C O M   |   0 7 4 9 5  8 4 4 2 0 1

Y O U R  L O C A L  P L U M B I N G  E N G I N E E R S
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On March 18th the club was able to host 
another wonderful Zoom demonstration 
by Catherine Beale, well known for her 
lovely, dreamy portraits in watercolour. 
We had a portrait artist earlier in the year, 
Peter Keegan, who works with oils - it was 
fascinating to see how the artists’ methods 
differed so much from each other but seeing 
the likeness emerge in each was equally 
magical. By the time this newsletter is printed 
we will have had another zoom presentation 
for our members. The use of coloured pencil 
with local artist Sean Counley; where he will 
have  demonstrated Fantasy Art - fairies, 
hobgoblins, dragons and more of that ilk!
The Annual General Meeting was held on 
12th March as a Zoom meeting. The committee 
was re-elected with no change of personnel 
and the winners of the members vote was 
announced as the following Tony Osbourne: 
Reflectin, Graham Lockett: A Rest in Shallow 
Water, Ann Becke: Blowing in the Wind.
We now have the possibility of being able 
to open the club back up to non-members 
again on hearing the very welcome news 
that St Saviours Church Hall will be open 
to the public from May 18th. We do have a 

programme arranged but the change will be 
too late unfortunately for our booked April and 
May meetings which will probably continue 
as Zoom demonstrations for members only 
(details on the website www.hagleyartclub.co.uk)
However, if the programme remains 
unchanged the next demonstration open to 
the public as well as members will be:
FRIDAY JUNE 11TH  
Di Cope Mixed Media – Subject TBA 
FRIDAY JULY 9TH  
Kevin Turley Life portrait in Acrylics
For up-to-date information visit our Facebook 
page and website at www.hagleyartclub.co.uk
New members are always welcome; now 
being a good time to join, with reduced 
subscriptions, tempting offers, extensive 
range of professional demonstrations.  
Contact us on hagleyartclub583@gmail.com

Art Club

Hagley Library
Following national lockdown, we are 
pleased to announce that all Worcestershire 
libraries will remain open to provide 
essential IT and digital services for 
residents who cannot get online at home.
Customers will not be able to enter 
library buildings to browse shelves but a 
replacement ‘Reserve and Collect’ service 
means books can still be borrowed.
Return dates for all existing loans will be 
extended until 28 February 2021.

The mobile library service has been 
temporarily suspended and study desks will 
be unavailable until further notice.
The Digital Library Hub will continue to be 
available 24/7 for a wealth of online library 
services, events and activities including 
remote access to Ancestry, which has been 
extended until March 2021.
For more information regarding current 
library service provision, how to book a 
computer or to reserve books to collect, visit 
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/libraries

Hagley Country Dancers
As we head into May and Covid seems to be in full retreat, we have high hopes of starting 
to dance again on June 21st. Some of our enterprising members have been taking part in 
online dances and all of us are looking forward to the real thing to get going again next 
month. Here’s hoping! Meanwhile, stay safe and stay well. Thanks again for keeping in 
touch via WhatsApp and emails.
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Haybridge High School
Students definitely returned to school with 
a creative bang after lockdown, with many 
entering fantastic work in the Year Group 
Competitions. The Bake-Off Competitions 
have showcased some of the most creative 
cakes ever, with Zara Cambridge (Y8), 
Phoebe Slim (Y8) and Elizabeth Lewis 
(Y11) taking first, second and third prizes, 
respectively, for their delicious, themed 
confections in a rescheduled Christmas 
Bake-Off. The Easter Bake-Off first prize 
went to Poppy Dunlop (Y7), second place 
to Phoebe Slim (Y8) and third place went 
to Caroline Lewis (8). Well done to all who 
took part – their creativity and flair can be 
seen on the Haybridge Twitter Account @
haybridgeschool 

New competitions this year include the 
Stone Painting challenge – in which Maya 
Hart achieved first prize followed by 
Florence Gawthrop-Willets in second and 

the Origami Challenge in which Anna 
Chapman – Fogliatti (Y7) took first prize, 
followed by Orla Dunphy (Y7). The Highest 
Pasta Tower was won by Leo Rees Smith 
(Y7) who balanced an egg atop a pasta 
structure 91cm!

We look forward to Young Voices New 
Visions Visual Arts Exhibition at Worcester 
Cathedral’s Cloisters, Sunday 20th June 
until Sunday 11th July.  Work by Haybridge 
Art Students will be exhibited along with 
art work from other Worcestershire schools.

It’s so good to be back, surrounded by 
enthusiasm, talent and industrious students!

GODFREY PARTRIDGE PHF President & Public Relations Officer 
5 Shelduck Grove, Kidderminster, Worcs DY10 4EF Tel: 01562 827225 : Email: qshare.qa@gmail.com 

In February as the lockdown exit 
arrangements were announced, Rotarians 
of Hagley wondered how long it would be 
before our weekly Monday evening meetings 
could reconvene. It looks like it will be the 
end of July 2021. in the meantime we will 
continue with our Zoom meetings
From the savings Rotarians had been 
accumulating from the absence from the 
Lyttelton Arms contributions to the Black 
Country foodbanks have been well received 
and it is a privilege during these times to be 
able and willing to contribute to these much 
needed causes.
The month of February is when Rotarians 
are charged to consider Peace and Conflict 
Prevention/Resolution. Millions of people 
all over the world are currently displaced 
by armed conflict or persecution. 90% of 
casualties in armed conflicts are civilians, 
half of whom are children. Through service 
projects and Rotary programs, the Rotary 

family is committed to pursuing projects 
that address the structural causes of conflict, 
including poverty, inequality, ethnic tension, 
lack of access to education, and unequal 
distribution of resources.
Wherever possible and when the opportunity 
presents itself, the Rotarians of Hagley 
promote peace and support peace initiative as 
part of ourcommitment to better times ahead 
that is what makes our weekly Zooms such 
happy occasions. So if readers would like to 
have fun with a purpose, consider joining our 
club who will be meeting at 7.00pm for 7.30pm 
on Monday evenings by visiting our website at  
https://hagleyrotary.wixsite.com/website
Martin Freckelton: 01562 700 391 
Dave Santus: 01562 886 529

Rotary Club No 1328 District 1060

Club of Hagley



36

Hagley W.I.
Hurray! When you read this, we will actually 
be meeting again – following the Roadmap 
of course – and probably in groups of 6. We 
have our first monthly walk planned - quite 
gentle to start the season – and split into 6s 
if that is still the regulation.  And we will be 
meeting in each other’s gardens for coffee, 
tea, socializing and cake of course.
One of our members gave a great craft 
demonstration on zoom making a bright 
Spring garland from upcycled materials.  Now 
we have each made a lovely Easter decoration 
for our homes and we’re looking forward to 
our next craft afternoon. 
We are starting to plan our monthly meetings 
to be ready for when regulations allow them 
and when we feel comfortable to meet. We 
also have to wait until national WI gives 
the OK and the Community Centre is open.
Meanwhile members can play Walking Netball 
together, we have our social zoom meetings 

and keep in contact with everyone by phone, 
email and newsletters.  The knitters are busy 
– baby clothes and blankets for the prem baby 
unit and the children’s ward at Russells Hall; 
and teddies, puppets, pullovers and hats for 
Teddies for Tragedies.  And we collect food 
and toiletries for the local women’s refuge.
We look forward to meeting again – to find 
out more, please contact Mita Barnes on 
01299 879996  hagleypres@wfedwi.org.uk
Rosie Wynne

Hagley String Orchestra
Our dedicated Hagley player, Haydn 
Thomas, has suggested I write about 
conductors, what’s the point of them; what 
do they do? This is a key question for me.
I began conducting small choirs when I was 
at school, progressing to amateur singers 
in church choirs and choral societies, and 
thence to string and full orchestras, and 
finally directing professional orchestras. I 
realised with professional musicians that my 
role differed from conducting amateurs in 
that the players expected interpretation and 
expression, rather than help with ensemble.
With HSO, our players having varied musical 
experience and instrumental technique, 
I hope my job is to share enthusiasm and 
understanding of the music we’re playing, 
and, listening carefully for any problems, 
deciding the appropriate way to suggest 
improvement. It’s as though I’m an Adult 
Further Education tutor underpinning my 
conducting experience. Thus preparation of 
the music’s score with its technical demands 
and deciding my interpretation, together 
with knowledge about the composer and 

possible reasons for its composition is 
essential – work that I love doing! Above all, 
I try to give a sense of achievement and fun 
in making music together. To ask Haydn if 
I’ve answered his request, please contact on 
01562 885 252;
sanhay50@gmail.com
Jeremy Patterson - Conductor
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Little Kickers football sessions are the 
perfect introduction to football and sport for 
children aged 18 months to 7th birthday.
We’ve been running sessions at Hagley 
Community Centre on Wednesday afternoons 
for several years now. Whether you’ve a child 
who would benefit from playing organised 
sport with their peers, a budding footballer 
who you’d like to introduce to the game  
or simply get moving to burn off some excess 
energy, then Little Kickers is the place  
for them!
We run fun, friendly football sessions which 
meet most early learning objectives in a 
pressure free environment. Full details of 

all our sessions, times, venues and prices 
can be found at www. littlekickers.co.uk 
(Go to ‘Find A Class’) and you can enrol here 
too subject to availability.
And as a reader of this magazine we are 
happy to invite you and your child along for 
a free, none obligation taster to enable you 
to see what all the fun is about!
Just give us a call on 07545 236917 
or email dhomer@littlekickers.co.uk  
and quote the Hagley Village News to 
arrange this.

Little Kickers

BLAKEDOWN & HAGLEY TENNIS CLUB
It’s been a challenging year for everyone but 
at long last we’re playing tennis again. Our 
three newly resurfaced courts are enjoying 
a new lease of life! Two of the courts are 
floodlit so play is possible in the evenings 
too and the club is open all year round. We 
are located on the left-hand side of the A456 
just as you enter Blakedown, heading in 
the Kidderminster direction. The setting is 
great for families as we are adjacent to a 
play park and the community field.
We have regular mix-ins on Friday and 
Sunday mornings plus Monday evenings, 
which means you can just turn up and have 
a game.  If you’ve not played for a while or 
you’re a beginner, why not take advantage 
of the various coaching courses available.  

We also enter a number of teams in the local 
leagues which is a great way of meeting 
players from other clubs and we also have a 
friendly annual club tournament.
For more information visit: 
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/
BlakedownTennisClub 
or follow us on Facebookhttps://www.
facebook.com/blakedownhagleytennis/
Sandy Thomas

HCK Badminton Club
Following the recent lockdown and the 
new tier system HCK badminton club is 
currently closed. We are monitoring the 
situation and checking Badminton England 
guidance to see when we can play in secure 
bubbles and will restart when it is safe to 
do so. Hopefully this won’t be too far off! 
Please feel free to get in contact with us via 
facebook- facebook.com/HCKBadminton 

or by email to our treasurer Greg 
O’Callaghan gregocallaghan@ymail.com. 
We are very excited to see you there!
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Take A 
Look Back

We have a comprehensive  
Back Issues Archive 
of previous Village News editions

There are two types: 
from October 2004 they are in searchable 
pdf format, but earlier copies are scanned 
and cannot be searched.
If you have any ‘missing’ copies that we 
could add to our collection then please do 
email admin@hagleyvillage.org

To access the archive visit: 
www.hagleyvillage.org 
see Hagley Village News section where 
the back issues are located.

Happy Reading!
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INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

01384 395048 | www.hporter.co.uk
H. PORTER & SONS Old Church House, 60 South Road, Stourbridge, DY8 3UJ

Tailored funerals 
reflecting the life of your loved one
Modern service with a tradition of trust including:
• Available 24 hours
• A caring, guiding hand in difficult times 
• Free quotations and clear, simple pricing
• Bespoke funeral transport
• Peaceful, private, chapels of rest
• Pre-paid funeral plans
•  Fully-catered spacious Lounge 
• Florist service
• Memorial masonry

Respectful. Professional. Personal. 

The Old House at Home, 
26, Birmingham Road, 
Blakedown DY10 3JE
Telephone 01562 700507

See our food & drinks menu online 
www.theoldhouseblakedown.co.uk/takeaway
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Want the  
best lawn ever?

Prices from

per treatment

£15*  

Our lawn experts apply bespoke, seasonal treatments 
to keep your lawn continually nourished and weed free. 
Whatever the size or condition, we ensure that every 
lawn receives the love and attention it deserves    
 
Find out more and visit greenthumb.co.uk/treatments

What we do:

As pioneers in British lawn care, we are the UK’s 
largest and most recommended provider with millions 
of treatments taking place across the UK every year

Who are GreenThumb:

For a FREE lawn analysis  
call 01562 731646 or email kidderminster@greenthumb.co.uk *Based on a lawn size up to 40m²

greenthumb.co.uk

#41291-Kidderminster-128x92mm-B&WAd.indd   1#41291-Kidderminster-128x92mm-B&WAd.indd   1 30/01/2020   16:5630/01/2020   16:56
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TOPJOB 
Property Maintenance, Repairs and General 

Handyman Services 

           Contact Garry 
            07434 888789     
topjob@virginmedia.com

Become 
Affiliated

Promoting your Club or Association 
is always a challenge, and to keep 
yours in the public eye why not 
become affiliated with the HCA.

For an annual fee you can enjoy the 
following benefits:
• Submission of a monthly article of up-to 
  250 words for inclusion in The Village 
  News and on our website.
• Hire of the Community Centre at a rate 
  up to 50% lower with no deposit
• A listing in the Village Directory which 
  is at the back of The Village News
• Publish news and upcoming Events in the 
  Village News and on the website

For further information please email: 
affiliations@hagleyvillage.org
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Celebrate in Style in our stunning 
parkland location. Set in 60 
acres with stunning views of the 
Worcestershire countryside.
Full licensed bar, dancefloor and 
catering packages to suit all tastes.
Available for Private Hire:
• FAMILY CELEBRATIONS
• PRIVATE PARTIES
• BUSINESS MEETINGS
• FUNERAL RECEPTIONS

For more information contact:
THE EVENTS TEAM ON
01562 700018
W: www.churchillblakedowngolfclub.co.uk
E: admin@churchillblakedowngolfclub.co.uk

AT 
CHURCHILL & BLAKEDOWN

GOLF CLUB

 

Join the caring and dedicated team 
of CAREGivers at Home Instead 

and help make a world of difference

• Award winning training
• All visits a minimum of one hour

• No uniform
• Great rates of pay

• Rated Outstanding by CQC

Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead 2020.

I like to feel I am their friend; 
I enjoy helping them to stay 
in their own home.

– Sue B.
 Home Instead CAREGiver

COVID Safety
Whatever it takes, we help people to 
stay safe and live well at home, the 

safest place to be.

• Masks provided for all visits
• Social Distancing

To apply, call 01562 884956
homeinstead.co.uk/stourbridge-hagley-halesowen

Photograph May 2019
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Church online continues to grow, and 
will be a permanent addition to how you 
can join us livestream every Sunday on 
Facebook or YouTube at 10.00 am. We are a 
church in three locations as well as church 
online, we look forward to our live Hagley 
services returning soon to the Hagley 
Community Centre. We’ll keep you posted! 

In MAY we are hoping to see the return of 
our LITTLE TREASURES children’s group 
0 - school age, we will be in touch – we miss 
you all! For more details on the life of the 
church and our community
Contact https://www.Facebook.com/
LifecentralChurchHagley/ 
www.lifecentralchurch.org.uk

Welcome to May

The Bereavement Journey Course is for any person who is 
bereaved whether recently or dating back several years. It 
will take place over six Monday evenings from 10th May to 
14th June - 7.30pm-9.30pm. 

It will include two filmed talks and an opportunity for 
discussion in small groups or hosted by a facilitator. 
Suitable for people of faith or no faith. The 6th session 
is optional looking at commonly asked questions of faith 
from the Christian perspective.

The cost of the course is £5 which includes materials 
that will be sent out before the course. To book visit 
https://lifecentralchurch.org.uk/journeycourse/

Are you having a 
Spring Clean?
We need the following 
furniture/household items 
(must be in good condition) 
Email Phillip Bamber at 
community@
lifecentralchurch.org.uk 
for more information.

Single bed, double bed, 
wardrobe, bedside cabinet, 
2 seater sofa, TV cabinet, 
chest of drawers, 
small table & chairs, 
duvet sets (single/double), 
pillows, new towels, 
saucepans/frying pans, 
dinner sets (plates/dishes), 
mugs/glasses, cutlery, 
utensils, new tea towels

We would love to pray for you as we all recover from 
this last year. Please contact Jo Gregory (Hagley 
Pastor) 0121 501 3542 For Friendship calls/prayer/
mental health support contact us 0121 501 3542
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Hagley Free Church
95 Worcester Road, Hagley DY9 0NG
Rev David Tennant: Tel: 0121 478 3843
Secretary: Tel: 01562 884344

Hand Of Friendship
HELLO to all our members! We are still 
here, missing our regular meetings and 
lunches. We hope we can start up again 
in SEPTEMBER, SO WATCH THIS SPACE! 
Love to you all Jean, Marjorie & the team.

Mothers and Toddlers
Just a message to say that we are still here 
and intend to re-open as soon as it is safe 
to do so. Watch this space - we will keep in 
touch! We are missing you all. 
Marjorie & her team

Church Office
Monday, Thursday, Friday: 9.30am - 12.30pm
Contact 07922 508014 or  
Email: hfc1905@btinternet.com
For all enquiries and bookings
Visit us at www.hagley.freechurch.org.uk

Our buildings are still closed and activities 
and services suspended. See website and 
Notices on Church door for changes.

Church Mission Statement
Committed to Jesus Christ and all too  
which He calls us

HAGLEY AND DISTRICT CHRISTIAN AID COMMITTEE
(Over £200,000 raised since 1980)
As you will gather from the heading, local residents have supported Christian Aid 
generously since this committee was formed in 1980.  Christian Aid Week, this year, runs 
from 10 to 16 May and we invite you to support the charity during that time.  House to 
house collections, like those up to 2019 are not possible at present but envelopes will be 
going through May letter boxes in the week before with a local address where you can 
post your donation any time during that week.   Alternatively, you could use the letter box 
at St Saviours or the Free Church. As a reminder, the usual banners will go up just before 
the week starts. In anticipation, please accept the charities and this committees’ thanks.

Sunday Services May 2021

Date

02nd May 2021
09th May 2021
16th May 2021
23rd May 2021
30th May 2021

Morning 10.30am

Rev. David Tennant
Mr. Blair Kesseler
Pastor David Umbers
Mr. Ian Carnell
Rev. John Maile

Evening 6.00pm



48

The Parish Of  Hagley

We are holding a said Holy Communion 
service in church each Sunday at 9.30 am, 
followed by Worship on Zoom at 11.00 am.

In church, we are socially distanced, we 
wear face masks, hand-sanitise on entry, 
and so on. Names are taken for track and 
trace. We distribute Holy Communion (bread 
only) as safely as possible. Unfortunately, 
we cannot sing together in church at the 
moment.

Christian Aid Week – 10 to 16 May 2021
Christian Aid began work in 1945 to help 
refugees following the Second World 
War.  For more than 75 years the charity 
has provided vital humanitarian relief 
and long-term development support for 
communities world-wide. This year there 
will be no house-to-house collection across 
Hagley as a whole.  If you’d like to give 
to Christian Aid please go to the website: 
www.christianaid.org.uk

If you would like to be sent a weekly 
Pewsheet by email which will contain up to 
date information and notices, please contact 
admin@hagleycofe.co.uk. 
Also please contact the Parish Office if you 
would like to be sent the link to join on 
Zoom, either by computer or by phone – or 
if you would like to subscribe to our church 
magazine “Contact”. 

Sunday Worship for May 2021

Date

02nd May 2021
09th May 2021
16th May 2021
23rd May 2021
30th May 2021

9.30am Holy Communion

St Saviours, Hagley
St Saviour’s, Hagley
St John’s, Hagley
St Leonard’s, Clent
St Leonard’s, Clent

11.00am Sunday Worship

on Zoom
on Zoom
on Zoom
on Zoom
on Zoom

St John the Baptist with St Saviour 
www.hagleycofe.co.uk 
admin@hagleycofe.co.uk 
Tel: 01562 886363 
Facebook: search for hagleycofe
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Local Churches

HAGLEY VILLAGE NEWS - ADVERTISING & EDITORIAL
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
DEADLINES 
The copy deadline for submission of both 
editorial and advertising is: 
Before noon on 1st of preceding month 
(i.e. before noon June 1st for July edition)

ADVERTISING 
Adverts must be in the following format: 
300dpi jpeg or pdf 
⅛ Page - 46mm x 64mm (HxW) Landscape 
¼ Page - 92mm x 64mm (HxW) Portrait 
½ Page - 92mm x 128mm (HxW) Landscape

 
Payment in full on submission of copy, a 
charge may be made for midterm alterations. 
 
Email artwork for adverts to: 
editor@hagleyvillage.org

Editorial may be reproduced on the 
village website

Due to the current situation, the 
following services are currently 
available at our churches:
Blakedown  Church has reopened - please 
see their services at https://cbbchurches.
weebly.com
Fairfield Church has reopened - please 
see their services at www.bfc-worcs.co.uk
Churchill Church is still closed.
Broome Church is still closed.

All the other churches will be open whenever 
the Government legislation allows.  Some of 
the churches will be open for private prayer;
Please contact church office 
on 01562 730777 if you have any queries
Virtual services are available online, 
both live and recorded.
Visit www.bfc-worcs.co.uk 
for more information.

Hagley Free Church Evening Fellowship
The committee made the difficult decision 
to cancel the planned programme for 2020-
2021 even though most of the speakers had 
been booked due to uncertainty and the 
vulnerability of many of our members. Now 

into 2021 we are still uncertain of the future 
of the Fellowship. For us to continue to be 
viable in the future we need to be able to 
secure enough members and this we may 
not be able to guarantee. Liz Tew 
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St John’s Bellringing

Friends of  St Johns
All activities within the church & Wychbury 
Room (adjacent to St. John’s church at 
Hagley Hall) have been on hold over the 
summer. Each time the church is used CofE 
rules require thorough cleaning and (as 
of late Sept) a three-day gap before being 
used again. The church cleaning is a very 
onerous task for the church wardens.

The cancelled summer 2020 Wednesday 
morning talks in the church are being 
rebooked for 2021. We will take the lead 
from how the church facilities are being 
used and take guidance from the incumbent 
Rev. Richard Newton. The Mothers Union 
have started to use the Wychbury Room for 
their group. A risk assessment for church 
affiliated groups such as theirs must be 
followed.

For third party groups advice on how to 
book the room is here.
https://www.hagleycofe.co.uk/
community-facilities-building/

Although extra precautions must also be 
defined by submitting a COVID-19 risk 
assessment for approval, prior to any 
bookings being confirmed.

All proceeds from hiring the room go to 
Hagley PCC. During the summer we are very 
grateful for the regular cleaning carried 
out by Hagley Cricket Club. Derek & Kate 
Aldridge have been keeping a keen eye and 
helping to maintain and clean the Wychbury 
Room & toilets to keep the facilities in good 
condition for us all. Thank you.

Richard Scarth 
for the Friends of St. John’s  
scarth@blueyonder.co.uk

“Let your fingers do the ringing”
Ringing Returns. Come on you reluctant 
ringers. So many people tell me “I have always 
wanted to have a go at ringing church bells”. 
Now is your chance!
Learning to ring is just plain good fun. Like 
anything that makes a rhythm or tune there is 
the theory & the practice. Mastering handling 
the bell which could be 10 times your weight 
is challenging, that’s the practice. We tend to 
concentrate on that & good teachers let new-
comers have fun while they learn to safely 
handle the bell. Then understanding what 
makes ringing such an enduring passion for 
a lot of people comes next. The Theory. Being 
part of a team making that beautiful sound 
that’s the aim. The second most recognised 
sound in the countryside after bird song. It’s 
coming the together in a team to make that 
quintessentially English sound of change 
ringing on church bells. Over 5,500 towers in 
England alone.

By spring/summer it is hoped we’ll be back 
to our normal practice night at St. John’s 
adjacent Hagley Hall in top Hagley past the 
Lyttelton Arms.
So join us now & let your fingers do the 
ringing on your computer. It is so simple,  
Erica a recruit from December is already 
joining in. By the time we get to give tutorials 
on rope handling she will understand the 
jargon behind the theory. 
So like Erica, pick up the phone or email me 
& “Let your fingers do the ringing”
Richard Scarth - Tower Captain, St John’s 
hagleyringers@gmail.com 
07768 273545
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AFFILIATED CLUBS AND SOCIETIES
BLAKEDOWN AND HAGLEY TENNIS CLUB: www.blakedownhagleytennis.co.uk .................................. 01562 883774
FREE CHURCH: Martin Heathcock, 6 Hawthorn Coppice, Hagley DY9 0PE ............................................. 01562 884677
FRIENDS OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH: Judith Whitehouse, 30 Newfield Road, Hagley, DY9 0JR .............. 01562 884724
HAGLEY ART CLUB: Bob Haywood-Lister, 4 Waterworks Cottages, Stourbridge Road, DY10 3NX ...... 01562 700078
HAGLEY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL: Mr B McArdle, Brake Lane, Hagley, DY8 2XL ................................ 01562 883193
HAGLEY COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA: Cynthia Downes, 2 Church Street, Hagley, DY9 0NA ...... 886625, 07564 276404
HAGLEY CRICKET CLUB: Steve Plant, Neil Hurst, 56 Winds Point, Hagley DY9 9BM .............................. 07834 157035
HAGLEY GARDENERS CLUB, John Oakes, 27 Summervale Road, Hagley DY9 0LX  .............................. 01562 882006 
HAGLEY GUIDES, BROWNIES, RAINBOWS: Rachel Coton ....................................... rachel.hagleyrangers@gmail.com
HAGLEY HISTORICAL & FIELD SOCIETY: Rachel Paget, 36 Western Road, Hagley ................................. 07807 361092
HAGLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN: Vanessa Payne, Park Road, Hagley DY9 0PX ....... 01562 883280
HAGLEY RAMBLER SCOUTS: Sue Corlett ..................................................................................................... 07880 736383
HAGLEY STRING ORCHESTRA - Haydn Thomas, 39 Summervale Road , Hagley .................................... 01562 885252
HAGLEY THEATRE GROUP: Sue Dean, 38 Kidderminster Road , Hagley DY9 0QD ................................ 01562 884906
HAGLEY WI: Irene Oliver, Rous Lench, Brake Lane, Hagley, DY8 2XW ...................................................... 01562 885964
HAND OF FRIENDSHIP: Mrs Jean Deacy 30 Sweetpool Lane , Hagley DY8 2XE ..................................... 01562 885760
HAYBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL: Joanne Stanley, Brake Lane, Hagley DY8 2XS ........................................... 01562 886213
HEARTSTART - Bromsgrove & District: Jim Austin........................................................................................ 07789 763707
HCK BADMINTON: Greg O’Callaghan .......................................................................................................... 07892 974095
LIFE CENTRAL: Jo Gregory , Location Pastor Lifecentralchurch Hagley................................................... 0121 501 3542
LITTLE KICKERS David Homer, 1 Junepole Drive, Hagley DY8 3XU .......................................................... 07545 236917
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL: St Saviours Church, 1 Park Road, Hagley DY9 0NS ...........................  01562 886363
PHASE TRUST Vicky Welch vickywelch@phasetrust.org.uk ........................................................................ 0121 585 9419
PROBUS CLUB: Alan Hess Arran House Western Road Hagley DY9 0HZ ................................................. 07967 590219
ROTARY CLUB: David Dewhirst, 6 Trehernes Drive, Pedmore .................................................................... 07966 116612
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION : Helen Roberts .........................................................................01384 378934, 07962980446
TUESDAY TEA CLUB: Sheila Munden, 33 Kittiwake Drive, Kidderminster, DY10 4RS.............................. 01562 636333
UNIVERSITY OF THIRD AGE: Ian Powick ........................................................................................................ 01562 883822
VERVE TAEKWONDO SCHOOLS: John Swift, 47 Land Oak Drive, Kidderminster, DY10 2ST ............... 01562 827437
VILLAGE LADIES: Sue Billington, 23, Lodge Crescent ................................................................................. 01562 885799
WEST HAGLEY FOOTBALL CLUB: Annette Malanaphy, 11 The Parklands, Pedmore, DY9 7JT ............. 01384 396502
WESTERN BADMINTON CLUB – Neville Smart, Hagley Sports Centre, Brake Lane , Hagley DY8 2XS . 01562 883433
WESTGLEN CANINE CENTRE: Mark Collins, 113 Walter Nash Road West, Kidderminster .................... 01384 637085

ST. JOHN’S & ST. SAVIOUR’S: Sue Priest St Saviour’s Church, 1 Park Road DY9 0NS .............................. 01562 886363
ST JOHNS HAND & TOWER BELLRINGERS: Richard Scarth 1 Clent Drive,Hagley DY9 9LN .................. 07768 273545
HAGLEY PARISH COUNCIL CLERK: Mrs Alex Burkes, 74a Worcester Road , Hagley, DY9 0NJ ............. 01562 886239
LOCAL M.P.: Sajid Javid - Constituency Office .............................................................................................. 01527 872135
HAGLEY (& FURLONGS) COUNTY COUNCILLOR (CLENT HILLS DIVISION): Karen May ....................... 07818 085140
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR FOR HAGLEY WEST: Steve Colella ...................................................................... 01562 882996
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR FOR HAGLEY EAST: Councillor Rachel Jenkins ................................................. 07974 257172
HAGLEY POLICE STATION ............................................................................................................................. 0300 333 3000
CRIME STOPPER LINE (CONFIDENTIAL) Freephone ......................................................................................0800 555111
HAGLEY LIBRARY .............................................................................................................................................. 01905 822722
HAGLEY MEDICAL PRACTICE ........................................................................................................................  01562 881700
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Oh! roses and lilies are fair to see; 
But the wild bluebell is the flower for me 
Louisa Anne Meredith


